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Serwvworum wentres th caſt. gat jniquo, 
Ipſe quoque eſuriens : neque enim omnia ſuſtinet unguam 
Mucida cœ ei panis conſumer e fruſta, 
Heſternum falitus medio ſervare minutal . 
Heßtembri; nec non differre in tempora cence 
Alterius, conchem &ſtivi cum parte lacerti 
e vel dimidio putrique ſuuro, 
Fildgue ſectix i numeruta includere porri. 
Invitatus ad hac aliguis de ponte negabit. 
Sed guò divitias bac per tormenta toaftas ? 
8 Cam furor haud dubius, cum fit manife _y phrenefis | 
= Ut e mcriaris, egenti vivere fato ? JUYER. 
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SCENE, LONDON, 


Written by a FRIEND. 
Spoke by Mr. BRIDGWATER. 


T 00 lene the flighted comic muſe has mourn'd, 
"Her fuce quite aller d, and her art oerturn'd ; 
Fat furce of nature now no more ſhe /ees, 
With which jo well her johnſon Aue to pleaſe, 
No characters from nature now abe trace, 
All ſerve to empty books of common - place. 
Our modern bards, who to afjemblies ftray, 
Fregueut the park; the Hiſit, or the play, 
Regard not what foods do, but woat wits ſay, 
Fuft they retai! each quiodle to the town, 
T hat jurely muſt admire what is its own. 
Thus without characters from nature got, 
Without a moral, and without a plot, 
A dull collection of infipid jokes, 
Some ſtole from converſation, ſome from books, 
Provided lords and ladies give em went, 
IWe call high comedy, and ſeem content. 
But to regale awith other fort of fare, 95 
Tonight our author treats you with Moliere, 
Moliere, who nature's inmoſt ſecrets knew, 
Whoſe juſteſt pen, like Kneller's pencil drew. 
In whoje ſtrong ſcenes all characters are ſhewn, 
Not by low jeſts, but actions of their oaun. 
Happy our Engliſh bard, if your applauſe 8 
Grant has not injur d the French author's cauſe. 
From that alone ariſes all his fear; 
Hle muſt be ſafe, if he has ſav'd Moliere. 
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1 1 . 
Written by COLLY CIBBER, Es. 
Spoke by Mrs. RAFTOR, 

UR author's fure beavitch'd ! The ſenſeleſs rogue 


Iaſiſis no good play wants an epilogue, 
Ouppeſe that true, faid I, awhat*s that to this? | 


-, Wn 45 ours a good one — No, but Noliere's 7s, 
=  #le cry'd,, and Lounds ] no epilogue was tack'd to his. 
8 Heſiges, your modern epilogues, /aid he, 
Aire but rageuts of ſmut and ribalary. 
Il pere the falſe jeſts are dwindled to fo few, 
I here's ſcarce one double entendre left that's new. 
Nor would I in that lovely circle raiſe 
One blujh, to gain a thouſand coxcombs praiſe. 
Then for the threadbare Joke of cit and wit, 


Whoje fore-known rhyme is echo d from the pit, 

T ill of their laugh the galleries are bit. 

Then to reproach the critics with ill. nature, 

And charge their malice to his Pinging Jatrre : 

And thence appealing to the nicer boxes, 

Tho talking fluff might aaſh the Drury Au, | 

1f theje, be cry'd, the choice ingredients be 

For e epilogues, they all have none for me. 

Lord, fir, ſays I, the gallery evil fo bawwl ; 

Let em, he cry'd, a bad ont's wor/# than none af all, 
Madam, theje things than you I'm mort expert in, ö | 


Nor do 1 /ee no epilogne much hart in, ; . 
Zounds ! when the play ts W the curtain. 
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ACT I. 80 EN E l. 
8 0 ENE, Lovegold's Here. 
LAPPET, R AMIL] E. 


3 Lair. | 
WIR LI. hea no more. Perfidious fellow lies ve 
Nd 1 By I for thee ſlighted ſo many 3 matches? 
2 Have I for thee turn'd off far Oiver's te- 
. EX ard, and my lord Lanay's butler, and ſeve- 


ip fo public a manner ? 
Ramil. Do but hear me, madam. 


Lap. If thou wou'dſt have neglected me, was there 


no body elſe to dance 4 minuet with but Mrs. San 


Craſiſtitch, whom. you know to be my utter averſion ? 
Famil. Cuile on all balls! henceforth I ſhall hate the 


ſound of a violin. 


Lap. IJ have more reaſon, I am ſure, altar having 


bren the jeſt of the whole campany ; what muſt they 


think of me, when they ſee you, after I have counte- 


nanced your addreſſes in the eye of the world, take out 
another lady before me? 
A4 Rani. 
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* THE MIS EA. 
Ramil. I'm ſure the world muſt think work Fo me, did 
they imagine, madam, I could prefer any other to you. 
Lap. None of your wheedling, fir, that won't do. If 
you ever hope to ſpeak to me more, let me ſee you af- 


out the little minx in the next aſſembly you meet her. 


Ramil I'Il do it; and luckily, you know, we are to 
have a ball at my lord Lady's the firſt night he lies out 
of town, where Þll give your revenge ample ſatisfaction. 


Lap On that condition, I pardon you this time, but 
if ever you do the like again 


Ramil. May I be baniſh'd for ever from thoſe dear 


2 and be turn'd out of the family while you live in 
t. | 
SCENE II. 
Lappet, Wheedle, Ramilie, 
| Wheed. Dear Mrs. Lappet, 
Lap. My dear, this is extremely kind. 
 Wheed. It is what all your acquaintance muſt do that 


expect to ſee you-. It is in vain to 3 for the favour 
of a viſit. 


Lap. Nay, dear e now you are barbarous; my _ 

young lady has ſtaid at home ſo much, I have not had 

one moment to myſelf; the firſt time I had gone cut, I 
am ſure, madam, would have been | to wait on Mrs. 


Iheedle, 


 Wheed, My lady has aid at hows too pralty much 
lately. Oh! Mr. Ramilie, are you confin'd too ? your 


maſter does not ſtay at home, I am ſure ; he can find the 


way to our houſe, tho? you can't. 

Ramil. That is the only happineſs, madam, * envy 
him. but faith I don't know how it is in this parlia- 
ment time, one's whole days are fo taken up in the court 
of Requeſts, and one's evening at guadrille, the deuce take 
me if [ have ſeen one opera ſince I came to town. Oh ! 
now | mention operas, if you have a mind to ſee Cato, I 
believe I can ſteal my maſter's filver ticket; for I know 


he is engaged to-morrow with ſome gentlemen, who ne- 


ver leave their bottle for muſic. 
Lap. Ab, the ſavages. 


Wheed. No one can ſay that of you, Mr. Ramilie ; you 


prefer moſic to every thing 
Ramil. But the ladies. [Far rings] oe there” 5 


my lummons. 
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THE MIS ER. 9 

Lap. Well, but ſhall we never have a party of qua- 
arille more? 

I heed. O, don't name it, i have work'd my eyes out 
ſince I ſaw you; for my lady has taken a whim of flou- 
riſhing all her old cambrick pinners and handkerchiefs ; 
in ſhort, my dear, no journey-woman ſempſtreſs 1 is half 
ſo much aflaveas Iam. + 

Lap. Why do you ſtay with her? „„ 

I heed. La, child, where can one better one's ſelf 1 ? 
all the ladies of our acquamtance are juſt the ſame, Be- 

ſides, there are ſome little things that make amends ; 
my lady has a whole train of admirers. 

Ramil. That, madam, 1s the only circumſtance wheres. : 
in ſhe has the honour of reſembling you. [ Bell rings loud. 
67. ] You hear, madam, I am obliged to leave you 
i Bell rings.] So, lo, ſo, would the bell were in your 
guts. 8 


{ 
2 
1 


8 C EN E III. 
Lappet, Wheedle. 

Las. Oh, Wheedle 1 I am quite ſick of this family; 
the old gentleman grows more covetous every day he 
lives. Every thing is under lock and key; ; I can ſcarce 
aſk you to eat or drink. 

1/bc:d. Thank you, my dear; but I have Lack half 
a dozen diſhes of chocolate already this morning. 

Lap. Well ; but, my dear, I have a whole budget of 
news to tell you. I have made ſome notable diſcoveries. 

heed. Pray, let us hear em. I have ſome ſecrets of 
our family too, which you ſhall know by and by. What a 
pleaſure there is in having a friend to tell theſe things to! 
Lap. You know, my dear, laſt ſummer my young 
lady had the misfortune to be overſet in a boat between 
| Richmond and Tavickenham, and that a certain young 
gentleman, plunging immediately into the water, ſav'd 
her life at the hazard of his own—Oh ! I ſhall never 
forget the figure ſhe made at her return home, ſo wet, 0 
draggled ba, da, ö 
ged. Yes, my dear, I know how all your fine ladies 
lock, when they are never ſo little Glorderes— Mey | 
have no need to be fo vain of themſelves. | 
Lab. You are no ſtranger to my maſter's way of re- 
warding people; when the poor gentleman brought 
miſs home, my maſter meets 'em at the door, and, with- 
| ; | A 5 out 
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10 THE MIS k R. 

out aſking any queſtion, very civiily ſhuts it agsinſt him. 
Well, for a whole fortnight afterwards, I was continually 
entertained with the young ſpark's bravery, and 4 roam 
try, and generoſity, and beauty. 

Wheed. J can eaſily pueſs; I ſuppoſe ſhe was rather 
warmed than cooPe by the water. Theſe miltreſfes of 
ours, for all their pride, arc made of juſt the ſame fleſh 
and blood as we are, | 
7 Lap. About a month ago, my young lady goes to the 
play in an undrets, and takes me with her. We fat in 
Burton's box, where, as the devil would have it, whom 
thould we meet with but this very gentleman : her 

\U{hes ſeon difcoveted to me who he was; in ſhort, the 
gentleman entertained her the whole play, and I much 
_ miſtake, if ever ſhe was fo agreeably entertained in her 
ife, Well, as we were going out, a rude fellow thruſts 
his hand into my lady's boſom, upon which her cham- 
_ pion fell upon him, and did fo maul him My lady 

tainted away in my arms ; but as foon as ſhe came to 
herfe]f-———had you ſeen how ſhe looked on bim. Ah! 
ür, ſays ſhe, in a mighty pretty tone, ſure, you were born 
tor my deliverance : he handed her into a hackney 
ccach, and ſet us down at home. From this moment 
letters began to fly on both ſides. 

M hieed. And you took care to fee the poſt paid, I hope. 

Lap. Never fear that — and now what do you think 
we have contrived among us? We have got this very 
I into the houſe in the quality of my malter's 
cler 


In herd. Soh ! here's fine billing and cooing, I warrant; 
miſs is in a fine condition. 

Lap, Her condition is pretty much as it was yet. 
How long it will continue ſo, I know not. I am making 
vp my matters as faſt as I can ; for this houſe holds not 
me after the diſcovery. 

I heed. ] think you have no preat region to lament the 
loſs of a plzce where the maſter keeps his own keys. 

Lap. Fhe devil take the firſt inventor of locks, fay I; 
but come, my dear, there is one key which J keep, and 
that, I believe, will furniſh us with ſome ſweetmeats; ſo 
if you will walk in with me, I'll tell you a ſecret which 
concerns your family. It is ia your power, perhaps, to 
be ſervicezble to me, 1 hope, my dear, you will keep 
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THE MTS E R. 141 


theſe ſecrets ſafe, for one would not have it known that 


one publiſhes all the affairs of a family, while one ſtays 


in it. [ Exeurt. 
8 QE N E IV. A Garden. 


Clermont, Harriet. 


Cler. Why are you melancholy, my dear Harriet? 
Do you repent that promiſe of yours, which has made 


me the happicſt of mankind ? 


Har. You little know my heart, if you can think it 


capable of repenting any thing I have done towards 


your happineſs: if J am melancholy, it is that I have it 


not in my power to make you as happy as I would. 
Cler. Thou art too bounteous. Every tender word 


from thoſe dear lips, lays obligations on me I never can 
Tepay ; but if to love, to doat on you more than life ät- 


ſelf, to watch your eyes, that I may obey your wiſhes 
before you ſpeak ihem, can diſcharge me from any part 
of that vaſt debt I owe you, I will be punctual in the 
payment, | 


Har. Tt were ungenerous in me to doubt you, 4 


when I think what you have done for me, believe me, 


J muſt think the balance on your fide. 


| Cler. Generous creature! and doſt thou not for me 
hazard the eternal anger of your father, the. reproaches 
of your family, the cenſures of the world, who alwavs 


blame the conduct of that perſon who ſacrifices intereſt to 
any conſideration. 


Har. As for the cenſures of the world, I deſpiſe them 


| while I do not deſerve them: folly is forwarder to cen- 
ſure wiſdom, than wiſdom folly. I were weak indeed 


not to embrace real happineſs, becauſe the world does 
not call it ſo. 


Cler. But ſee, my dearelt, Four drother 1 is come into 


the garden. 


Har. Is it not ſafe, think you, to let bis 1 into our ſe- 
cret? | 

Cler. You know, by outwardly buen your. fa- 
ther, in railing againſt the extravagance of Young MEN, 
I have brought him to look on me as his enemy; It will 
be firſt proper to ſet him right in that. point. Beſides, 
in managing the old gentieman, | ſhall till be oblig'd 
to a behaviour which the 1m patience of his teit:Per may 


BOT bear ; . therefore 1 think it not adviſeable to 14 uit 


1 6 | - *him'; 
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12 e | 
him ; atleaſt yet he will obſerve us. Adieu, my 
heart's only joy. 

Har. Honeſt creature ! what happineſs may I prost 
in a life with ſuch a huſband ? what is there in grandeur 
to recompence the loſs of him ? Parents Chooſe as often 
ill for us, as we for ourſelves. They are too apt to forget 
how ſeldom true happineſs lives! in a Palace or rides in A 
coach and fix. 


8&0 NV. 

Frederick, Harriet. 

Fred. Dear Harriet, good morrow: I am glad to find 
you alone; for I have an affair to impart to you, that! 
am ready to burſt with. — 

Har. You know, brother, Tam a truſty confident, 

Fred. As ever wore petticoats ; but this is an affoir 

of ſuch conſequence 
Har, Or it were not worth your telling me. 

Fred. Or your telling again : in ſhort, you never could 
diſcover it; I could afford you ten years to gueſs it in. 
1 am—you will laugh immoderateſy when you know it. 
1 am—it is N to tell yu. In a word—l am in 
love. to. 

Har, In love! e e 
Fred. Violenily, to diſtraction: ſo much in love, that 
without more hopes than I at preſent ſee any e ity 
of obtaining, I cannot live three days. 

Har. And has this violent diſtemp: 75 pray, come upon 
you of a ſudden? _ 

Fred. No, I have bred it a long time. 11 Path been 
growing theſe ſeveral weeks. I Rifled it as long as F 
could; but it is now come to a crifis, and J muſt either 
have the woman, or you will have no brother, 

Har. But who is this woman? for you have con- 
cealed it ſo well, that I can't even gueſs. 

Fred. In the firſt place, ſhe is a molt intolerable c co- 
quette. 

Har. That is a deſcription I ſhall never find ber out 
by. There are ſo many of her ſiſters, you might as well 
tell me the colour of her complexion. 

Fred. Secondly, ſhe is almoſt eternally at ads 
Har, You muſt come to particulars ; I ſhall never diſ- 

cover your miſtreſs till you tell me more than that ſhe is 
a woman, and lires! in this town. 


F. Ret 
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Fred. Her fortune is very ſmall. | 

Har. I find you are enumerating her charme, 

Fred. On! I have only ſhewn you the reverſe ; but 
were you to behold the medal on the right fide, you 
would ſee beauty, wit, genteelneſs, Politeneſs—in a word 
you would ſee Mariana, 

Har. Mariana ! ha, ha, ha! you have ſtarted a wild- 
goole chace, indeed. But, if you could ever prevail on 
her, you may depend on it, it is an arrant impoſſibility 
to prevail on my father; and you may eafily imagine 
what ſucceſs a difinherited ſon may likely expe& with a 
woman of her temper. 

Fred. | know tis difficult, but nothing's impoſſible 
to love, at leaſt nothing” 8 impoſſible to woman; and 
therefore, if you and the ingenious M's. Lappet will but 
lay your heads together in my favour, I ſhall be far from 
deſpairing ; and in return, ſiſter, for this kindneſ'.— 


Har. And in return, brother, for this kindneſs, you 


may perhaps have it in your power to do me a favour of 
pretty much the ſame nature. 
Lowe. [without.] Rogue | villain! 


Har. Soh ! what's the matter now:? What can have 


thrown my father into this paſſion ? 

Fred. The loſs of an old ſlipper, l ſuppoſe, or Fong 
thing of equal conſequence. Let us ſtep aſide into the 
next t walk, and talk more of our affairs, 


SCENE. VL: 


Lovegold, Ramilie. 


Love. Anſwer me not, firian ; but pet you out of my 


houſe, 

- Ramil. Sir, I am your ſon's Servant, and not yours, 
121 and I won't go out of the houſe, ſir, unleſs I am 
turn'd out by my proper maſter, fir, 

Love. Surah, Pll turn your maker out after you, like 


an extravagant raſcal as he is; he has no need of a ſer- 
vant while he is in my houle ; and here he dreſſes out a 


fellow at more expence than a prudent man might clothe 


a large family at; it's plain enough what uſe he keeps 


you for; but J wil have no ſpy upon my affairs, no 
raſcal continually prying into all my ations, devouring 
all I have, and ny about in every cor ner to ſee what 
he may ſteal. 

Ramil. 
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Rail. Steal! a likely thing, indeed, to ſteal from a 
man who locks up every thing he has, and ſtands centry 
upon it day and night. 

Love. I'm all over in a ſweat, leſt this fellow ſhou'd 
ſuſpect ſomething of my money. [Ade,] Hearkee, raſ- 


cal, come hither ; I would adviſe you not to run about 


the town, and tel] en body you meet that I have mo- 


ney hid. 


Ramil. Why have you any money hid, ſir ? 
Love. No, firrah, I don't ſay E have ; but you may 


raiſe ſuch a report, nevertheleſs. 


Ramil, Tis equal to me whether you have money hid 
Or no, fince I cannot find it. 
Love. D'ye matter, ftrrah ? Get you out of my houſe, 
I fay, get you out this inſtant. 

Ramil. Well, fir, I am going. 

Lowe. Come back; let me deſire you t to curry nothing 
away with you. | 

Namil. What ſhould I carry ? 1 Fr 

Lowe. That's what I wou'd fee. Theſe boot-ſleeves 
were certainly intended to be the receivers of ſtolen 


goods; and I wiſh the taylor had been hang'd who in- 
vented them. Turn your pockets inſide out, if you 
pleaſe ; but you are too practiſed a rogue to put any 
thing there. Theſe damn'd bags have had many a good 
| thing 1 in them, I warrant you. 


| Ramil. Give me my bag, fir; J am in the moſt dan- 


ger of being robb'd. 


Love. Come, come, be hoveſl, and return what thou 
haſt taken from me. 
Ramil. Ay, fir, that I could FR with all my 3 ; 


for I have taken nothing from you but ſome boxes on 


the ear. 
| Love. And haſt thou really ſtolen nothing ? 


Namil. No really, fir. 


Lowe. Then get out of my houſe while *cis all well, 
and po to the devil. 


Ramil. Ay, any where from ſuch an z old Coverous | 


 curmudgeots — | 
Tos. So, there's one lens gone; now I will 2 
N Pay a viſt to 1 dear caſcet. | 


SCENE 


THE MIS E B. ne 


S. SCENE VII. 
Lovegold, Frederick, Harriet. 

Love. In ſhort, I muſt find ſome ſafer place to de- 
poſit thoſe three thouſand guineas in, Which I re- 
ceived yeſterday ; three thouſand guineas are a ſum 
| O heavens ! I have betray'd myſelf! my paſſion 
has ceavlpcried me * talk aloud, and I have been over- 
heard. How now ! what's the matter ? 

Fred. The matter, fir ? 
Lowe. Yes, the matter, fir! J ſuppoſe you can repeat 


more of my words than theſe: I ſuppoſe you have over- 
heard - 


Fred. What, ſir ? 

Love. Tha 

Fred. Sir! | 

Love. What I was juſt now ſaying. 

Har. Pardon me, fir, we really did not. | 
 L:we. Well, I ſee you did overhear ſomething, and 
fo Iwill tell you the whole: I was ſaying to myſelf, in 
this great ſcarcity of money, what a happineſs it would 
be to have three thouſand guineas by one; I tell you 
this, that you might not miſunderitand me, and 1 imagine 

that 1 aid I had three thouſand guineas. 
Fred. We enter not into your effairs, fir, | 
Love. Ah! wou'd 1 had thole three thouſand gui- 
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neas | 
Fred. In my opinion | 
Lewe. It wou'd make my affairs extremely eaſy. 
Fred. Then it is very eafly in your power to raiſe 
'em, fi:, that the whole world knows. | 
Love. 1 raiſe em! I raiſe three thouſand guineas 
eaſily! My children are my greateſt enemies, and will, 
by their way of talking, and by the extravagant ex- 
pences they run into, be the occaſion that one of theſe 


days ſomebody will cut my throat, imagining me to be 
made up of nothing but guineas, 


Fred. What expence, Gr, coTruninto ? | 
Love. How have you the aſſurance to aſk me that, 
ſir? when, if one was but to pick thoſe fine feathers of 
yours off, from head to foot, one migbt purchaſe a very 
comfoi table annuity out of hem: A fellow here, with 
Aa very good fortune upon his back, wonders that bes 
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16 THE MIS E, R. 
call'd extravagant. In ſhort, ſir, you muſt rob me to 
appear in this manner. 

Fred. How, fir! rob you ? 

Lowe. Ay, rob me: or how cou'd you ſupport this 
extravagance FD 

Fred. Alas, fir, there | are fiſty young fellows of my 
acquaintance, that ſupport greater extravagancies, and 
no one knows how: Ah, fir! there are ten thouſand 
pretty ways of living in this town, without weer one's 
father. 

Love. What necelit ty is there for all that lace on your 
coat? and all bought at the firſt hand too, I warrant you, 
It you will be fine, is there not ſuch a place as Monmourh- 
frreet in this town, where a man may buy a ſuit for the 
third part of the ſum which his taylor demands? And 
then, periwigs! what need has a man of periwigs, when 
he may wear his own hair? I dare {wear a good ig 
can't coſt leſs than fifteen or twenty ſhillings. Hey-day! 
what are they making ligns to one another which hall 
pick my pocket? 

Har. My brother and J, fir, are diſputing which ſhall 
ſpeak: to you firſt, for we have both an affair of conſe- 

_ quence to mention to you, | 

Lowe, And J have an affair of lars to mention 
to you both. Pray, ſon, you who are a fine gentleman, | 
and converſe much amongſt the ladies, what think you 
of a certain young lacy, called Mariana ? 

Fred. Mariana, fir ! 

Lowe, Ay, what do youthink of her ? 

Fred. Think of her, fir? 

Love. Why do you repeat my words? Ay, what do 
you think of her ? 

Fred. Why, I think her the moſt charming woman in 
the world. 

Lowe. Wou'd ſhe not be a defirable match ? 

Fred. So defirable, that, in my opinion, her baſband 

will be the happieſt of mankind. 

Love. Does ſhe not promiſe to make a good houſe- 
Wife? 
Freed. Oh! the beſt houſewiſe upon 3 
Lowe. Might not a huſband, think ye, live very eaſy 
and happy with her? 
Fred. Doubtleſs, ſir. 8 

N | Lowe. 


THE MIS E R. 17 


Lowe. There is one thing I'm a little afraid of, that 
is, that ſhe has not quite as much fortune as one might 


ſairly expect. 


Fred. Oh, Sir! conſider but ker merit, and you may 
eaſily make an abatement in her fortune: for H-aven's 
fake, Sir, don't let that prevent your defign. Fortune 
is nothing in compariſoa with her beauty and merit. 

Lowe. Pardou me there; however, there may be ſome 


matters found, perhaps, to make up ſome little deſicien- 
cy; and if you would, to oblige your father, retrench 


your extravagan cies on this occaſion, . the differ- 
ence, in ſome time, might be made up. 


Fred. My deareſt father, I'll bid adieu to all extrava- 
ance for ever. | 


Lewe. Thou art a dotiful, Roos boy; and ſince I bud 


you have the ſame ſcntiments with me, provided ſhe can 
but make out a pretty tolerable fortune, I am ev'a re- 


ſolv'd to marry her. 


Fred. Ha! you reſolved to marry Mariana ? 

Lowe. Ay, to marry Mariana. 

Har, Who, you, you, 1 ? 

Love. Yes, I, I, I. 

Fred. I beg you wil pardon me, sir; a ſulden diz- 
zinef has ſeized me, and I muſt beg leave to retire. 


SCENE VII. 
Lovegold, Harriet. 


a This, daughter, is what I have reſolv'd for 
myſelf; as for your brother, I have a certain widow-in 


my eye for him; and yon, my dear, ſhall mary” our 
good neighbour Mr. Spindle 


Har. I marry Mr. Spindle ! 
Lowe. Ves; he is a prudent wiſe man, not much 
above fi'ty, and has a great fortune in the funds. 


Har. IT thank you, my dear Papa, but 1 had rather 
not marry, if you pleaſe. [ Cart/ying. 


Lewe. | Mimiczing her curiſy.] I thank you, my 
good davghter, but I had rather you thould marry him, 


if you pleaſe. 
Har. Pardon me, dear Sir. | 
Love. Pardon me, dear Madam. 


; 


Lowe, 
* 


Har. Not all the fathers upon earth ſhall force me to 
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18 T HE MIS E R. 

Lowe. Did ever mortal hear a girl talk in this manner 
to her father? 
Har. Did ever father attempt to marry his daughter 
after ſuch a manner? In ſhort, Sir, I have ever been 
- Obedient to you; but as this affair concerns my happi- 

neſs only, and not yours, I hope you will give me leave 
to conſult my. own inclination. 


Lowe. JI wou'd not have you provoke me; Iam re- 
ſolv'd upon the match. 


SCENE IX. 
Lovegold, Clermont, Harriet. 

Cler. Some people, Sir, upon jultice- buſineſs, defire 
to ſpeak with your Worſhip. 

Lowe. | can attend to no buſineſs, this girl has ſo per- 
plex d me. Huſſy, you ſhall marry as I wou'd have 

n Of — 
Cler. Forgive my interpoſing ; dear Sir, what's the 
matter? Madam, let me intreat you not to put your fa- 
ther into a paſſion, _ | 
Love. Clermont, you are a prudent young fallow. 

Here's a baggage of a daughter, who refuſes the moſt 
advantageous match that ever was offer'd, both to her 
and to me. A man. of a vaſt eſtate offers to take her 

without a portion! 5 

Cler. Without z portion! Conſider, dear Madam, 
can you refuſe a gentleman who offers to take you with- 
out a portion? | 

Lowe, Aye, confider what that ſaves your father. 

Har. Yes, but I conſider what I am to ſuffer,  _ 

Cler. That's true indeed; you will think on that, Sir, 
Tho' money be the firſt thing to be conſidered in all 
affairs of life, yet ſome little regare Rows be had i in 
this caſe to inclination. 

Lowe, Without a portion. 

Cler. Vou are in the rigbt, Sir, that decides the thing 
at once: and yet, I know there are people, who, on 
this occaſion, object againſt a diſparity of age and tem- 

per, which too often make the married ſtate utterly mi 
Jerable.. | 
| Lowe. Without a portion. Wn 

Cler. Ah! there's no anſwering that ——Who can 
oppoſe ſuch a reaſon ? as that ? And * there are 25 
I 


T HE MIS ER. 19 
ral parents, who ſtudy the inclinations of their children 
more than any other thing, that would by no means ſa- 

crifice them to intereſt; and who eſteem, as the very 
firlt article of marriage, that happy union of affections, 


which is the foundation of every bleſſing attending on a 
married ſtate and wo | 


Lowe. Without a portion, 

Cler, Very true; that ſtops your mouth at once—— 
Without a portion! ! Where is the perſon who can find 
an argument againſt that ? 

Lowe. Ha! is not that the barking of a dog! > Some 
villains are in ſearch of my money. Don' t ſtir from 
hence, I' return in an inſtant. 

Cler. My deareſt Harriet, how ſhall I expreſs the ago- 

ny am in on your account? 

Har, Be not too much alarm'd, fince you may depend 
on my refolution. It may be in the power of fortune 
to delay our happineſs, but no power ſhall force me to 

deſtroy your hopes by any other march, 

Cler. Thou kindeſt, lovely creature. 

Tou. Thank Heaven, it was nothing but my fear. 
| Þ Cler. Yes, a daughter muſt obey her father ; ſhe is 
' not to conſider the ſhape, or the air, or the age of a huſ- 

band: but when a man offers to take her without a por- 
Lion, ſhe is to have him let him be what he will. 
| Lowe. Admirahly well ſaid, indeed. 
_ Cler, Madam, I aſk your pardon if my love for your- 
ſelf and your family carries me a little too far. Be un- 
der no concern, I dare ſwear I ſhall briog her to it. 
| | [To Lovegold. 
Lowe. Do, do, I'll po in and ſee what theſe people 
want with me. Give her a little more now, while ſhe's 
warm; you will be time enough to draw the warrant. 
__ Cler. When a lover offers, Madam, to take a daugh- 
ter without a portion, one ſhould enquire no farther ; 
every thing is contained in that one article, and with- 
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= out a portion,” ſupplies the want of beauty, n fa- 
f milly, wiſdom, honour, and honeſty. | 
, Love. Glorioully ſaid, ſpoke like an oracle. [ Exit. 


Cler. So, once more we are alone together; believe 
me, this is a moſt painful hypocriſy ; it tortures me to 
" Oppoſe your opinion, tho' J am not in earneſt, nor ful- 
. | pected by you of being fo, Oh Harriet! how is the 
" 7 noble 
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20 THE MIS E R. 


noble paſſion of love abus'd by vulgar ſoul-, who are 


incapable of taſting its delicacies. When love is great 


as mine, 


None can its pleaſures or its pains declare; 
We can but feel how exquiſite they are. 280 


M ele 
„ 8 CE NE I. 


SCENE continues. 
Frederick, Ramilie. 

Fred. HAT is the reaſon, firrah, you have been 
out of the way, when I gave you orders 

to ſtay here? 
Nail. Ves, Sir, and here did I tay, according to 
your orders, till your good father turn'd me out; and 
It is, Sir, at the extreme hazard of a cudgel that I return 


| back again. 


Fred. Well, Sir, ad What anſwer have you brought . 
e the money? 8 


Ram. Ah, Sir! it is a terrible thing to borrow mo- 
ney; a man muſt have dealt with the devil to Goal with 


a ſcrivener. 


Fred. Then it won't do, I oppoſe. | 
Rami. Pardon me, Sir, Mr. Decoy, the broker, is a 
moſt induſtrious perſon; he ſays he has done every thing 


in his power to ſerve you; for he has taken a particular 


fancy to your Honour, | 
Fred. So then, I ſhall have the five hundred, hall I? 
Ramil, Yes, Sir; but there are ſome trifling condi- 
tions which your Honour moſt ſubmit to before the af- 
fair can be finiſh'd. 
Fred. Did he bring you to the ſpeech of the perſon 
that is to lend the money? 
Ramil. Ah, Sir! things are not managed i in that 
manner ; he takes more care to conceal himſelf than 


vou do; there are greater myſteries in theſe matters 


than you imagine; Why, he would not ſo much as tell 


me the lender's name; and he is to bring him to-day to 
talk with you in ſome third perſon's houſe, to learn from 


your own mouth the particulars of your eſtate and wil 
mily 


N. 1 
mily ; I dare ſwear the very name of your father will 
make all things ealy. 

Fred. Chiefly the death of my ; mother, whole j join- 


ture no one can hinder me of. 


Nail. Here, Sir, I have brought the vrticles ; Mr. 
Decoy told me he took 'em from the mouth of the per- 


ſon himſelf. Your Honour will find them extremely 
reaſonable—the broker was forc'd to ſtickle hard to get 


| ſuch good ones: In the firſt place, the lender is to ſee 


all his ſecurities; and the borrower muͤſt be of age, 
and heir apparent to a large eſtate, without flaw in che 


title, and intirely free from all incumbrance; and that 


the lender may run as little riſk as poſſible, the borrower 
muſt inſure his life for the ſum lent; if he be an officer 


in the army, he is to make over his whole pay, for the 


payment of both principal and intereſt, which, that the 
lender may not burden his conſcience with any ſcruple: 
is to be no more than 39 per cent. 

Fred. Oh the conſcientious raſcal ! 

Ramil. Bat as the ſaid lender has not by him, at pre- 


ſent, the ſum demanded; and that, to oblige the bor-' 
rower, he is himſelf forc'd to borrow of ano! ker, at the 
rate of 4 per cent. he thinks it but reaſonable, that the firſt 


borrower, over and above the 30 per cent. aforeſaid, {hall 
allo pay this 4 fer cent. fince it is for his ſervice only 


that this ſum is borrowed. 


Fred. O the devil! What a Fea i is here! 
Ramil. You know, Sir, what you haye to do=— he 


can't oblige you to theſe terms. 


Fred. Nor can I oblige him to lend me the money 


without them ; and you know that J mult have it, let the 


conditions be what they will. 
Ramil. Ay, ſir, why that was what 1 told him. 


Fred. Did you ſo, raſcal ? No wonder he inſiſts 
on ſuch conditions, if you laid open my neceſſities to 


him. 


your friend, and has your intereſt very much at heart. 


Fred. Well; is this all, or are there any more reaſon- 
able articles? | 


Ramil. Of the five hundred pounds required, the 
dred ; 


Ramil. Alas! fir, I only told it to the wakes, who is 


lender can pay down, in caſh, no more than four hun- 
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dred; and for the reſt the borrower muſt take in goods, 


of which here follows the catalogue. 
Fred. What, in the devil's name, is the meaning of 


all this? 


Ramil. Imprimis, One large yellow camiler bed, lin'd 


with ſattin, very little eaten by the moths, and wanting 


only one cuttain. Six ſtuft chairs of the ſame, a little 


torn, and the frames worm eaten, otherwiſe not in the 


leaſt the worſe for wearing. One large pier glaſs, with 
only one crack in the middle. One ſuit of tapeſtry- 
hangings, in which are curiouſly wrought the loves of 
Mars and Venus, Venus and Adonis, Cupid and Pſyche, 


with many other amorous ſtories, which make the hang- 


ings very proper for a bed chamber, 
Fred. What the devil is here ! 
Ramil. Item, One ſuit of drugget, with filver but 
tons, the buttons only the wolſe for wearing. Jrem, 
two muſkete, one of which only wants the lock. One 
large filver watch, with 7 ompion's name to it. One 
ſnuff-box, with a dicture in it, bought at Mr. Deard's, a 
proper preſent for a miſtreſs. Five pictures without 


frames; if not originals, all copies by good anne. and . | 


one fine frame without a picture. 
Fred. Oons ! what uſe have I for all this ? : 
Ramil. Several valuable books; amongſt which are all 


the Journals printed for theſe five years laſt paſt, hand- 


ſomly bound and letter'd. 
di iv mit) t — 

Fred. Read no more: confound the curſt extortioner ; ; 
I ſhall pay 100 per cent. 


Ramil. Ah, fir! I wiſh your Honour would conſider 


The whole works in 


of it in time. 


Fred. 1 muſt have woney : : fo has ſtraits are we 


reduc'd by the curſt ayarice of fathers! well may we 


wiſh them dead, when their death is the only introduc- 
tion to our living. 


 Ramil. Such a father as yours, fie, is. enough . 
one do ſomething more than. wiſh him dead. For my 
part, Ibave never had any inelinatiens towards hang- 


ing; and, I thank heaven, I have lived to ſee whole 


ſets of my eompanions {wing out of the world, While 


I bave had adereſs enough: to. quit all manner of ga- 


lantries the moment I (melt the halter; 1 have always 
5 had 


E 


ut 


all 


er; 

der 
we 
we 


{uc- 


lake 
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Had an utter averſion to the ſmell of hemp; but this 
rogue of a father of yours, ſi Sir, I aſk your par- 
don has ſo provok'd me, that I have often wiſh'd 
to rob him, and rob him I thall in the end, that's 
certain. 


Fred. Give me that paper, that 1 may conſider ; a 
little theſe moderate articles. N 


8 0 E NE II. 
Lovegold, Decoy, Ramilie, Frederick. 

Decoy. In thort, fir, he is a very extravagant young 
fellow, and ſo preſs'd by his neceſſities, that 8 way 
bring him to what terms you pleaſe. | 

Lowe. But do you think, Mr. Decoy, there is no dan- 
ger? Do you know the name, the family, and the 


eſtate of the borrower ? 


Decoy. No, I cannot give you any perfect information 
yet, for it was by the greateſt accident in the world that 
he was recommended to me; but you will learn all theſe 
from his own lips, and his man aflur'd me, you wou'd 
make no difficulty, the moment you knew the name of 
his father: all that I can tell you is, that his ſervant ſays 
the old gentleman is extremely rich; he call'd him a 
covetous old raſcal. 9, 

Lowe, Ay, that is the name which theſe ſoomichrifis; 
and the rogues their ſervants, give to all honeſt pru- 


dent men, who know the world, and the value of their 


money. 

Decoy. T his young gentleman. 15 an only ſon, and is 
ſo little afraid of any future competitors, that he offers 
to be bound, if you inſiſt on it, that his father ſhall die 


within theſe eight months. 


Lowe. Ay, there's ſomething in that; ; I believe then, 
I ſhall let him have the money. Charity, Mr. Decoy, 
charity obliges us to ſerve our neighbour, I fay, when 


we are no. loſers: by fo doing. 


Decoy. Very true, indeed. 
Ramil. Heyday! what can be the meaning of this? 


our broker talking with the old gentleman! 


Decoy. So, gentlemen I ſee you are in great halle; 


but who told you, pray, that this was the lender? Lal. 
ſure you, fir, I neicher diſcovered your name, nor 
your houſe : aher, dere is 0 chen dan: 


they 


24 THE MIS E R. 
they are people of diſcretion, ſo you may freely tranſact 
the affair now. 


Love. How ! 

Decoy. This, fir, is the gentleman that wants to bor- 
row the five hundred pounds I mentioned to you. 

Love. How ! raſcal, is it you that abandon yourſelf 
to theſe intolerable extravagancies? 

Fred. I muſt even ſtand buff, and out- face him. [ 4/ede.] 
And is it you, father, that diſgrace yourſelf by 
_ theſe ſcandalous extortions ? 

| [Ramilie and Decoy ſneak off 

Levi: Is it you that would ruin yourſelf, by taking up 
money at ſuch intereſt ? 

Fred. Is it you that would bench yourſelf by lendiog 
at ſuch intereſt ? 

Love. How dare you after this appear before my 
face ? | 

Fred. How dare you after this appear before the face 
of the world? 
Lowe. Get you out of my ſight, villain ; get out 
of my ſight. 

Fred. Sir, Igo; but give me leave to "Fa | 

Love. I'Il not hear a word. II! prevent your attempt- 
ing any thing of this nature for the future. — Get out 
of my fight, villain.——T am not ſorry for this accident; 
it will make me denden keep a ſtricter eye over his 
actions. | [ Exeunt. 


8 Cc 1 N E in. An e in Lovegold's ho: ye. 
Harriet, Mariana. | 
Mar. Nay, Harriet, you muſt excuſe me; for of all 
people upon earth you are my greateſt favourite: but 1 
have had ſuch an intolerable cold, child, that it is a mi- 
racle I have recovered ; for my dear, wou'd you think 
I have had no leſs than three doors ? 
Har. Nay, then it is a miracle you recover'd, indeed. 
Mar, Oh! child, doctors will never do me any harm, 
I never take any thing they preſcribe: I don't know 
how it is, when one's ill one can't help ſending for 
them: and you know, my dear, my mama loves phyſic 
better than ſhe does any thing but cards. 
' Har. Were I to take as much of cards as you do, I 
dort know which I ſhou'd nauſeate moſt. 5 
5 Mere 
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Mar. Oh ! child, you are quite a Tramontane: T muit 
bring you to like dear lle. 1 proteſt, Harrier, it 
you wou'd take my advice in ſome things, you wou'd be 
the moſt agreeable creature in the world. 

Har. Nay, my dear, I am in a fair way of being 
obliged to obey your commands. 

Mar. 'That wou'd be the happieſt thing in the world 
for you; and I dare ſwear you wou'd like them extreme- 
ly, for they wou'd be exactiy oppoſite to every command 
of your father's. 


Har. By that now, one would think you were married 
already. 


Mar. Married, my dear! 
Har. Oh, I can tell you of ſuch a conqueſt! you 


will have ſuch a lover, within theſe four-and-twenty 


| hours! f 


Mar. I am glad you have given me timely notice of 
it, that I may turn off ſomebody to make room for him; 
but I believe I have lifted him already. Oh, Harriet! 
I have been ſo plagu'd, fo peſter'd, fo fatigu'd, lince [ 

ſaw you, with that dear creature your brother In 
' ſhort, child, he has made arrant downright love to me; 


if my heart had not been harder than adamant itſelf, 1 


bad been your ſiſter by this time. 
Hor. And if your heart be not harder then adamant, 
you will be in a fair way of being my mother ſhortly 


for my good father has this very day declared ſuch a 
paſſion for you 


Mar. Your aher! 


Har. Ay, my dear. What ſay vou to a comely old 
gentleman, of not much above three ſcore, that loves you 


ſo violently? I dare ſwear he will be conſtant to oy 
all his days. 


Mi is ho, be I Gall ie; Ho bo at You 


extravagant creature, how could you throw away all this 


jeſt at once? it would have furniſhed a prudent perſen 
with an annuity of laughter for life. Oh! I am charm'd 


with my conqueſt; Jam quite in love with him se 
I never had a lover yet above half bis age. 


Har. Lappet and I have laid a delightful plot, if you 


will but come into it, and counterſeit an affection for 


bien, . 
Mar. Why, child, 1 "hob a real affe tion ſor TIRE 
B Oh! 
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Oh! methinks I ſee you on your knees alread 
Pray, mama, pleaſe to give me your bleſſing. Oh! I 
fee my loving bridegroom in his three-fold night- -Cap, 
his flannel irt; methinks I ſee him opprogen me with 
all the lovely gravity of age: I hear him whiſper charm- 
ing ſentences of morality in my ear, more inſtrudive 
than all my grandmother e'er taught me. Oh! I ſmell. 
him ſweeter, oh! ſweeter than even hartſhorn itſelf. 
Ha, ha, ha! ſee, child, how beautiful a fond imagination 
can paint a lover: would not any one think now we 
| had been a happy couple together, heaven knows how 
lon 

wi Well, you dear mad creature, but do you think 
You can maintain any of this fondneſs to his face? for 
J know ſome women, who fpeak very fondly of a hbut- 
band to other people, but never tay one civil thing t9 
the man himſelf, 

Mar. Oh! never fear it; one can laden bring one's 
ſelf to be civil to a young lover; bat as for theſe old 


fellows, I think one may play as harmleſly with them 


as with one another. Young fellows are perſect beate, 
and muſt be kept at a diſtance; the old ones are mere 
Tap-doge, and when th-y have agreeable tricxs with 
them, one is equally fond of both. 5 
Har. Well, but now I hope you will give me leave to 
ſpeak a word or two ſeriouſly in ſavour of my poor 
hag ral 
Mar. Oh! 1 Wall hate you if you are ſerious: Aub! 
ſee what your wicked words have occaſion'd 3 I pro- 
teſt you are a conjurer, and certainly deal with the devil, 


S CE NE. IV. 
Frederick, Mariena, Harriet, 

Har. Ob, biother! I am glad you are come to plead 
your own cauſe J have been your ſolicitor in your 
abſence. 

Fred. J am afraid, like ether clients, I ſhall plead 
much wy rie for myſelf, than my advocate has dene. 

Mar. Perſons, who have a bad cauſe, hould have very 
artful cauntel. | 

Fred. W ken the Ja: ge 1s „ ad again us all, 
art will prove al no effect. 

Mar. Why 30 truly, fir, in fo terrible a ſi us- 

8 tion, 
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tion, I thiak the ſooner vou give up the caule the 
better. 

Fred. No, madam: Jam reſolved to perſevere ; for, 
when one's whole bappineſs is already at ſtake, I ſee 
nothing more can be h2zarced in the purſuit. It 
might be perhaps a perſon's intereſt to give up a cauſe, 


wherein part of his fortune was concern'd ; but when 


the gg is about the whole, he can never joſe by per- 
ſererin | = 
Mar. Do you hear "TY Harriet? I fancy this bro- 
ther of yours would have made a moit excellent lawyer. 
I proteſt, when he is my ſon-in-law, I'll even ſend him 


tothe Temple + tho' he begins a little late, yet diligence 


may bring him to be a great man. 

Fred. Thope, Medam, diligence may ſucceed in love, 
as well as law; ſure Mariana is not a more crabbed tudy 
than Co#e deen Littleton. 


Mar. Oh! the wreich; he has quits ſuffocated me 


with his compariſon ; ;1 moſt have a little air: dear 
Harriet, let us walk in the garden. 


Fred. I hope, madam, 1 have your leave to attend 
ou? | | 


Mar. My leave ! no indeed, you have no leave of 


mine; but if you will foilow os I know no way to 
kinder you. 


Har. Ah, brother! 1 wiſh you had no greater enemy 
in this affair than your miſtrels. 


„ M4 V5 
Ramiſie, Lappet. 
Lap. This was, indeed, a moſt unlucky accident! 


however, I dare lay a wager I ſhall ſucceed better with 


him, =» get ſome of th ole guineas you would have 
borrowed. 


Ramil. J am not, madam, n now to learn Mrs. Lapper” 8 


dexterity; but if you get any thing out of him, 1 ſhall 


think you a match for the devil. Sooner than to extract _ 
gold from him, I would engage to extract religion from 
a bypocrite, honeſty from a lawyer, kealth from a phy- 


ſician, fincerity from a courtier, or modeſty from a poet. 
I think, my dear, you have liv'd long enough in this 
houſe to know that gold is a very dear commodity here. 
Lap. Ah! but there are foms certain ſervices which 

22 ; | a: 8 Will 
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will ſqueeze it out of the cloſeſt hands; there is one 
trace, which, I thank heaven, Iam no ſtranger to, where- 
in all men are dabblers; and he who will ſcarce aFord 
himſelf either meat or clothes, will til pay for the com- 
modities I deal in. 

Ramil. Your humble 0 madam; 15 end ou 
don't kr our good maſter yet; there is not a woman 
in the world, who loves to hear her pretty ſelf talk never 
ſo much, but you may eaſier ſhut her mouth than open 
his hands; as for thanks, praiſes, and promiſes, no 
courtier upon earth 1s more liberal of them ; but for 
money, the devil a penny : there's nothing ſo dry as his 
careſſes; and there is no huſband who hates the word 
ye half fo much as he does the word Give; inſtead - 
of ſaying, I give you a good-morrow, he always ſays, I 
lend you a good-morrow. 

Lap. Ah! fir, let me alone to Aid a man: I have 
the ſecret to open his heart and his purſe too. 

Ramil. I defy you to drain the man we talk of, of ki 15 
money; he loves that more than any thing you can 
ptocutre him in exchange; the very fight of a dun 
throws him into convulſions ; *tis touching him in the 
only ſenſible part; tis piercing his heart, tearing out 
his vitals, to aſk him for a farthing : but here he is, and 
if you get a ſhilling out of him, PII marry you without 


any other fortune. 
8 E E NE VI. 


Lovegold, Lappet. 

Lowe. All's well hitherto ; my dear money is ſafe. 
Is it you, Lappet ? 

Lap. I ſhou'd rather aſk if it be you, fir; why, 1 you 
| look ſo young and n 
Lowe. Do I, do 1? 

Lap. Why, you grow younger and younger every V tay, 
fir ; you never look'd half ſo young in your life, fir, as 
vou do now. Why, fir, I know fifty young fellows of 
- five and twenty, that are older than you are. 
| Lowe. That may be, that may be, Lappet, contdering 

the lives they lead; and yet Lam a good ten yoory above 
fift 

- 1 Well, and what” s ten years above fifty ? is the | 
very flower of a man's age. Why, fir, you are now in 
the very prime of your life, 3 1 "Os 
owe. 
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Love. Very true, that's very true, as to underſtanding ; . 
but I am afraid, cou'd I take of twenty years, it would 


do me no harm with the ladies, Lappet. How goes on 
our affair with Mariana? Have you mention'd any thing 


about what her mother can give her? For now-a-days 
no body marries a woman unleſs ſhe bring ſomething 


with her beſides a petticoat. 


Lap. Sir | why, fir, this young lady will be worth 


to you as good a thouſand pound a year as ever was 
told. 


Love. How ! a thouſand pound a year ? 


Lap. Yes, fir ; there's in the firſt place the article of a 
table; ſhe has a very little ſtomach, ſhe does not eat 


above an ounce in a fortnight; and then as to the qua- 


cook upon her account; as for ſweetmeats, ſhe morta!iy 


hates them: ſo there is the article of deſerts wiped off 


#11 at once—you'll have no need of a conſectioner, who 


wou'd be eternally bringing in bills for preſerves, con- 


ſerves, biſcakes, comfits, and jellies, of which half a do- 
zen ladies wou'd ſwallow you ten pounds worth at a 


meal : this, I think, we may very moderately reckon at 


two hundred pounds a year at leaſt. Jem, for clothes; 


ſhe has been bred up in ſuch a plainneſs in them, hat 


| ſhou'd we allow but for three birth- night ſuits a year 
ſav'd, which are the leaſt a town-lady wou'd expect, 
there go a good two hundred pounds a year more: for 
jewels (of which ſhe hates the very fight) the yearly 
intereſt of what you muſt lay out in them wou'd 


amount to one hundred pounds. Laſtly, ſhe has an 


utter deteſtation for play, at which I have known ſeve- 


ral moderate ladies loſe a good two thouſand pounds 


a year: now let us take only the fourth part of that, 


which amounts to five hundred; to which, if we add 


two hundred pounds on the table account, two hun- 
dred pounds in clothes, and one hundred pounds i in 


je wels, there is, * your thouſand Pound a year in hard 
money. 


Love. Ay, ay, theſe are pretty things, it muſt bs 
confeſs'd ; very pretty things; but there's | horny real A 


in 'em. 


Lap. How, ſir, is it not Gmnbiae 1 Y to bring you, in 


marriage, a vaſt ſtore of ſobriety, the inheritance of a 
Þ 3 | 
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30 | THE MIS ER. 
great love for ſimplicity of dreſs, and a vaſt acquired fand 
of hatred for play ? 

Lowe. This is downright railtery:; Lappet, to make me 
ap a fortune out of the expences ſhe won't put me to; I 
aſſure you, madam, I ſhall give no acquittance for what 
I have not received: in ſhort, Lappet, I muſt touch, 
touch, touch ſomething real. 

Lap. Never fear, you ſhall touch Ginething real: I 
have heard them talk of a certain country, where ſhe. 


has a very pretty Freelipld, which ſhall be put into your 


hands. 


Lowe. Nay, if it were a copynold I ſhould be plad to 
touch it; bur there is arother thing that difiurbs me. 

You know this girl is young, and young people gene- 

rally love one another's company: it would ill agree 
with a perſon of my temper to keep an aſſembly for all 
the young rakes and flaunting girls in town. 
Lap. Ah, ſir, how little do you know of her! this is 

another particularity that I had to tell you of; ſhe has a 
moſt terrible averſion for all young people, and loves 
none but perſons of your years. I wou'd adviſe you, 
above all things, to take care not to appear too young; 
he inſiſts on ſixty atleaſt, She ſays, that fifty-· ſix years 
are not able to content her. 

Love. This humour eis alittle ſtrange, mekicks. 
Lap. She carries it farther, fir, than can be imagin'd : 
ſhe has in her chamber ſeveral pictures; but what do 
you think they are? None of your ſmock-ſac'd young 
fellows, your Adons's, your Cephalus's, your Parts's, and 
your Apollo 5. No, fir, you ſee nothing there but your 
handſome figures of Saturn, king Priam, old Neſtor, and 
good father Auchiſes upon his ſon's ſhoulders. 

Love. Admirable! This is more than I could have 
hoped. To ſay the truth, had I been a woman, I ſhou'd 
never have lov'd young fellows. 

Lap. I believe you. Pretty ſort of ſtuff indeed, to be 
in love with your young fellows! pretty maſters, indeed, 
with their fine complexions, and their fine feathers! 
Now, I ſhould be glad to taſte the favour that is in any 
of them. : 
Lowe. And do you really inks; me pretty tolerable ? 
Lap. Tolerable ! "you's are  raviſtiing if your picture 

was 
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was drawn by a good hand, ſir, it would be invaluable! 
Turn about a little, if you pleaſe: there, what can be 
more charming? Let me ſee you walk: there's a per- 
ſon for you, tall, ſtraight, free aud degagéee ! why, hr, 
you have no fault about you. 

Love. Not many; hem, hem; ; not many, E thank 


heaven; only a few rheumatic pains now and then, and 


a ſmall catarrh, that ſ-iz2s me ſometimes. 


Lab. Ah, fir, that's nothing; your catarrh fits very 


well upon you, * you cough with a very good grace. 
Love. But tell me, what does Mariaua jay of my per- 
ſon ? e 
Lab. She has a particular pleaſure in talking of it; and 
Jaſſare you, fir, 1 have not been backward on all uch 
occafions to blezon forth your merit, and to make her 
jenfible how advantageous a match you will be to her. 
Lowe. You did very well, and I am obliged to you. 
Lap. But, fir, I have a ſmall favour to aſk of you ;—l 
have a law-ſuit depending, which I am on the very brink 
of loſing for want of a little money: [ He leds gravely.) 
And you could eafily procure my ſucceſs, if you had the 


leaſt friendſhip for me. You can't imagine, fir, the 


pleaſure ſhe tales in talking of you. [ He /ooks pleas'd.] 


ah! how you will delight her; how your venerable | 


mien will charm her! She will rever be able to with- 
ſtand you. — But indeed, fir, this law-ſuit will be of a 


terrible conſequence to me. | He loots grave again. | 1 


am ruined, if I loſe it, which a very ſmall matter might 
prevent. Ah! fir, bad you but ſeen the raptures with 


which ſhe has heard me talk of you ! [Ie reſumes bis 
gately.] How pleaſure ſparkled in her eyes at the recital 


of your good qualities, In ſhort, to diſcover a ſecret to 
you, which I promiſed to conceal, I have worked up hes 


imagination, till ſhe is rink od paring of having 


the match concluded. 
Love. Lappet, you have acted a very friendly part; and 
FT own that I have all the obligations in the world to you, 
Lap. I beg you would give me this little aſſiſtance, fir. 


[He looks jerious.) It will fer me on my feet, and 1 mall 


be eternally obliged to you. _. 
Lowe. Farewel, I'll go and finiſh my diſpatches, 


Lap. J aſſure you, fir, you cou'd never afliſt me in a 


greater neceſlity. 
B 4 Tode. 
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32 T HE MIS E X. 
Love. J muſt go give ſome orders nts a particular 
affair. 


Lap. I would not importune you, fe, if [ was not 
forc'd by the laſt extremity, 

Lowe. I expe the taylor about turning my coat. Don't 
you think this coat will look well enough turn d, and 
with new buttons, for a wedding-ſuit * 

Lap. For pity's ſake, fir, don't refuſe me this ſmall 
favour : I ſhall be undone, indeed, fir. If it were but ſo 
ſma'l a matter as ten pounds, fir. ED 

Lewe. I think I hear the taylor's voice. 

- Lab If it were but five pound, fir; but three pound, ſir; 
Nay, fir, a ſingle guinea wou'd be of ſervice for a day or 


two. | As he offers to go out on either ſide, ſhe intercepts him, 


Love. I mult go; I can't ſtay. Hark there, ſome- 


body calls me. I'm very much oblig'd to you; indeed, 


| am very much oblig'd to you. 


Lap. Go to the gallows, to the devil, like a covetous 
goud-for-nothing villain, as you are. Ramilie is in the 


right: however, I ſhall not quit the affair: for tho" I 


get nothing out of him, 1 am ſure of my reward from 
| the other fide, 


(300d politicians will both parties guide, | 


Fools only to one party will confide, 5 3 
And, if one fails, they: re fee'd on t'other fide. 


Nr rr anyone 


r Ut. SCENE 1 


1 E N E - continues. © 
_ Harriet, Frederick, Clermont. 


Fred. * HINK, fr, you have given my ſiſter a very 


ſubſtantial proof of your affection. I am ſorry 
you could have had ſuch a ſuſpicion of me, as to imagine 
] could have been an enemy to one who has approv'd | 
himſelf a gentleman and a lover. | 


Cler. If any thing, fir, could add to my misfortunes, it 


| would be to be thus oblig'd, without having any Pro- 
ſpect of repaying the obligation. 


Fred. Every word you ſpeak is a farther conviction to : 
me, that you are what you have declar'd yourlelf ; for 
| there 
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there is ſomething in a generous education, which it is 
im poſſible for perſons who want that happineſs to coun- 
terfeit : therefore, henceforth I beg you to believe me ſin- 
cerely your friend. 

Har. Come, come, pray a truce with your compli- 
ments; for I hear my father's cough coming this way. 


SCENE . 
Lovegold, Frederick, Clermont, Harriet. 

Lowe. So, ſo, this is juſt as I would have it. Let me 
tell you, children, this is a prudent young man, and vou 
cannot converſe too much with him. He will teach you, 

fir, for all you hold your head ſo high, better ſenſe than 
to borrow money at 50 fer cent. And you, madam, I 
dare ſay, he will infuſe good things into you too, if you 
will but hearken to him. 
Fred. While you live, lr, we ſhall want no other 1n- 
ſtrustor. \ 

Lowe. Come hither, The jet. You 1 to-night 1 
have invited our friend and neighbour Mr. Spine. Now 
I intend to take this opportunity of ſaving the expence 
of another entertainment, by invitir . Mariana and her 
mother; for I obſerve, that take wha: care one Will, 
there is always more victuals provided on theſe occaſions 
than is eat; and an addit ſonal gucit makes no additional 
expence. 

Cler, Very true, fir ; beſides, tho' they were to Tile 
hungry, no one ever calls tor more at another perſon's 
table. 

Lowe. Right, honeſt Clermont, and to riſe with an a9 
petite is one of the wholeſomett things in the world. 
Harriet, [ would have you go immediately, and carry 
the invitation; you may walk thither, and they Will 

| bring you back in a coach. | 

Har. I ſhall obey you, fir. 


Lowe. Go, that's my good gitl. And you, fir, I defice 
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| N you would behave yourſelf civilly at ſupper. x 
een. Why ſhould you ſuſpect me, fir ? ' 
Love. I know, fir, with what eyes ſuch ſparks as 1 
8 i you look upon a mother-in-law; but if you hope for 1 
muy forgiveneſs of your late. exploit, [ would adviſe iÞ 

» -K you to behave to her in the moſt affectionate manner * 
x imaginable, 1 
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Fred. I cannot promiſe, fir, to be overjoy'd at her 
being my mother-in-law; but this I will promiſe you, 
Iwill be as civil to her as you could wiſh. I will behold 
her with as much affection as you can defire me; that is 
an article upon which you may be ſure of a molt punc- 
tual obedience, 

Love. That, I think, is the leaſt [ can expect. 

Fred. Sir, you ſnall have no reaſon to complain. 


S SCENE III. 
| Lovepold, Clermont, James. 

James. Did you fend for me, fir ? 
Love, Where have you been ? for I have wanted you 
above an hour. 

James. Whom, ſir, did you want? your coachman, or 
your cook? for I am both one and bother. 

Lowe. I want my cook, fir. 
Janis. I thought, 10600 it was not your coachman; : 
for you have had no great occaſion for him ſince your la. 
pair of geldings were ſtarv'd But your cook, fir, ſhall 
wait on you in an inſtant. 

1 off bis coachman's great coat, and appears as a cook. 

Lowe. What's the meaning of this folly ? 

James. I am ready for your commands, fir. 

Lowe. I am engaged this evening to give a ſupper. 

James. A ſupper, fir ! I have not heard the word this 
half year. 1 rave indeed now and then heard of ſuch a 
bing as æ digner; but fora ſupper, I have not dreſs'd 
one 10 dong that Lam afraid my hand 1s out. | 

Lowe. Leave off your ſaucy jeſting, ſirrab, and ſee that 
you provide me a good fupper..:--. 


James. That may be done, fr, with a good deal of 
money. | 
Love. What is the devil in you? Always money. 
Can you ſay nothing elſe but Money, money, money ? 
All my fervants, my children, my relations, Can pro- 
nounce no other word than money. i 
 Cler, Ini ver heard ſo ridiculous an anſwer, Here's a 
miracle for you, indeed, to make a good ſupper with a 
good deal of money Is there ary thing ſo eaſy? Is 
there any one who can't do it? Wou'd a man fſhew 


himſelf 1 be a good cook, he mull make a good ſupper 
ont of a little money. 


James. 
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James. I wiſh you wou'd be ſo good, fir, as to 


ſhew us that art, and take my office of cook upon 
yourſelf. | 
Lowe. Peace, firrah, and tell me what we can have, 


James. There's a gentleman, fir, who can furniſh you 


out a good ſupper with a little money. 

Lowe. Anſwer me yourſelf. 

Fames. Why, fir, how many will there be at table? 

Lowe. About eight or ten ; but I will have a ſupper 
dreſs'd but for eight: for if there be enough for eight, 
there is enough for ten. 

James. Suppoſe, fir, you have at one end of the 
table a good handſome ſoup; at the other a fine 
Yef:phalia ham and chickens; on one ſide a fillet of 
veal roaſted ; and on the other a turkey or rather a buſ- 
tard, which, I believe, may be denne for a guinea or 

thereabouts. 
ode. What, is the fellow providing an entertainment 
for my lord mayor and the court of aldermen *? 

Tames. Then, fir, for the ſecond courſe, a leaſh of 
pheaſants, a leaſh of fat poulards, half a dozen partridges, 
one dozen of l two dozen of ortolans, three 
dozen. 

Lewe. Paltirg his "Re" before James“ D month.) Ah, 
Villain! you are cating up all i am worth. 

James. Then a tagout — | 

Lewe. ['Srep bing his moulh again. ] Fold 5 our extrava- 
Cant tongue, firrah. 

Cler. Have you a mind to bart them all? Has my 
maiter invited people to cram 'em to death ? or do you 
think his friends have a mind to eat him up at one fup- 
per? Such ſervants as you, Mr. James, ſhould be often 
reminded of that excellent ſaying of a very wiſe man, 
We mut eat io live, and not live to eat. 

Lowe, Excellently well ſaid, indeed! it is the fineſt 
ſentence I ever heard! in my life. Ne muſt live to eats 
and not eat 10 "VO, that is not it: how did 28 
ſay ? 5 
"Cher That awe muſt eat to live, and not live to eat. 
Lowe. Exircmely fine ; pray, write them out ſor 
me: for I'm reſolv'd to have em done in letters of 


— — 


gold, or black and white rather, over my hall 


chimney. | 
B 6 Janes. 
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| Fames, You have no need to do any more, fir ; peo- 


ple talk enough of you already. 


Love Pray, fir, what do people ſay of me ? 

Fames. Ah, fir, if J could but be aſſur'd that you 
would not be angry with me 

Love. Not at all; fo far from it, you "wil very much | 
oblige me; for I am always — glad to bert what the 


world ſays of me. 


James. Well, ſir, then ſince you will have it, I will 


tell you freely, that they make a jeſt of you every where; 


nay, of your very ſervants, upon your account. They 


make ten thouſand ſtories of you; one ſays, that you 
have always a quarrel ready with your ſervants at quar- 


ter day, or when they leave you, in order to find an ex- 


cuſe to give them nothing. Another ſays, that you 


were taken one night ſtealing your own oats from your 
own horſes ; for which your coachman very handſomely 


belabour'd your back. In a word, fir, one can go no 


where, where you are not the bye-word; you are the 
laughing-ſtock of all the world; and you are never 


mentioned but by the names of covetous, ſcraping, 
_ ſtingy 


Love. linpertinent, Impucent raſcal! Pea him for 
me, Clermont. 


Cler. Are not you aſham 'd, Mr. Janes, to give your 


maſter this language? 


James. What's that to you, fir bed fancy this fel- 


| low! s a coward ; if he be, I will handle him. 


| Cler. It does not become a ſervant to uſe ſuch lan- 


guage to bis maſter. 


James. Who taught you, Ge, what 8 If you 


trouble your head with my buſineſs, I ſhall threſh your 


jacket for you. If I once take a ſtick in hand, I ſhall 


teach you to hold your tongue for the future, J believe. 
If you offer to ſay another word to me, III break ycur 


head for you. 
[ Drives Clermont to the farther ad ” the fage. | 
Cler. How, raſcal! break my head! 
Fame. I did not ſay, I'd break your head. 
[Clermont drives him back again. 
| Cler. Do you know, ſirrah, that mal! break yours 


for this impudence ? 


Janes. I hope not, fir; I give you no > offence, fir. 
ler. | 


VVV 


Cler. That I ſhall ſhew you the difference between 
us. 
| Ne Ha, ha, ha, fir, I was but in jeſt. 

Cler. Then I ſhall warn you to forbear theſe jeſts for 


the future. [ Kicks him off the Rage. 


James. Nay, ſir, can't you take a jeſt? Why, I was 
but in jeſt all the while. 


Lowe. How happy am I in ſuch a clerk! 


Cler. You may leave the ordering of the ſupper to 


me, fir : I will take care of that. 
Lowe. Do fo: ſee and provide ſomething to cloy their 
ſtomachs : let there be two great diſhes of ſoup-meagre, 


a gocd large ſuet-pudding, ſome dainty fat pork-pye or 
paſty, a fine {mall breaſt of mutton, not too fat ; a ſal- 


lad, and a dilh of artichokes, which will make pony 
and variety enough. 


Cler. I ſhall take a particular care, fir, to provide every 
thing to your ſatisfaction. 


Lowe. But be ſure there be plenty of ſoup, be ſure of 


tbat.— This is a moſt excellent young fellow but 
now will 1 go pay a viſit to My money. 


8 CEN E IV. The Street. 
 Ramilie and Lappet my 
Ramil. Well, madam, what ſucceſs? Havel been a 
falſe prophet, and have you come at the old hunks's 


put ſe? or have I ſpoke like an oracle, and is he as cloſe- 
fiſted as uſual? 


Lap. Never was a 9 150 of my fas ion ſo uſed. All 


my rhetoric availed nothing: while I was talking to 
him about the lady, he ſmil'd and was pleas'd ; but the 


moment I mentioned money to him, his countenance 


chang'd, and he underſtood not one word that I ſaid. 
But now, Ramilie, what do you think this affair is that I 
am tranſaCting ? 


Ramil. Nay, Mrs. Lappet, now you are putting too 


ſevere a taſk upon me. How is it pofiible, in the vaſt 
variety of affairs which you honour with taking into 
your hands, that I ſhould be able to gueſs which is ſo 


happy to employ your immediate thoughts ? 
Lap. Let me tell you then, ſweet fir, that L am tranſ- 


acting an affair bete ven your waſter' 8 mifiref and his 


father. 


> : Ramil. 


OS 2 4 
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38 RZ MISTER: 

Ramil. What affair, pr'ythee ? 

Lap. What ſhould it be but the old one, matrimony ? 
In ſhort, your maſter and his father are rivals. 

Kamil. I am glad on't; and I with the old gentleman 
ſucceſs, with all my heart, 

Lap. How! are you your maſter's enemy ? 

Ramil. No, madam, I am fo much his friend, that 1 
had rather he ſhould loſe his miſtreſs than his humble 
ſervant; which muſt be the caſe : for I am determin'd 
_ againſt a married family. I will never be ſervant to any 
man who is not his own maſter. 

Lap. Why truly, when one conſiders the caſe tho- 
roughly, I muſt be of opinion, that it would be more 
your malter's intereſt to be this lady's ſon-in-law than 
her huſband ; for, in the firſt place, ſhe has but little 
fortune : and if ſhe was once married to his ſon, I dare 
ſwear the old gentleman would never forgive the diſap- 
Pointment of his love. 

Ramil. And is the old l in love? 

Lap. Oh, profoundly ! delightfully ! Oh that you had 
but ſeen kia as I have! with his feet tottering, his eyes 
watering, his teeth chattering : His old trunk was 
ſhaken with a fit of love, juſt as ifit had been a fit of an 
ague. 
JR He will have more 1010 fits than hot, I be- 
lieve. 1 8 
Lap. Is it not more advan tegeous for him to have a 
mother-in-law that ſhould open his father's heart to 
him, than a wife that ſhould ſhut it againſt him ? 
Beſides, it will be the better for us all; for if the huf- 
band were as covetous as the devil, he could not ſtop the 
hands of an extravagaat wife. She will always have 
it in her power to reward them who keep her ſecrets ; 
and when the huſband is old enough to be the wite's 
grandfather, ſhe has always ſecrets that are worth con- 
cealing, take my word for it; ſo, faith, I will e'en ſet 
about that in earneſt, which I have hitherto intended 
only as a jeſt. 

Ramil. But do you think you can prevail with her ? 
Will ſhe not be apt to think ſhe loſes that by the ex- 
change, which he cannot make her amends for ? 

Lap. Ah, Ramilie ! The difficulty is not fo great to 


perſuade a woman to follow her intereſt, We 5 
| | ave 


e , - 1 Mane - 
have that more at heart than you men imagine; beſides, 


we are extremely apt to liſten to one another; and 
whether you would lead a woman to ruin, or preſerve 
her from it, the ſureſt way of doing either is by one of 
her own ſex. We are generally decoy'd into the net by 
birds of our own feathers. 
Ramil. Well, if you do ſucceed in your undertaking, 
vou will allow this, I hope, that I firſt put it into your 
head.. 


Lap. Yes, it is true, you did mention it firſt; but I 


thought of it firſt I am ſure ; I muſt have thought of it: 


but I will not loſe a moment's time: for, notwithſtand- 


ing all I have ſaid, young fellows are devils. Beſides, 


this has a moſt plauſible tongue, and ſhould he get ac- 
ceſs to Mariana, may do in a few minutes what I ſhall 


never be able to undo as long as I live. [Exit 
Ramil. There goes the glory of all chambermaids. 


The jade has art, but it 1s quite overſhadow'd by her 


vanity. She will get the better of every one but the. 


perſon who will condeſcend to praiſe her : for, tho' ſhe 


be a moft mercenary devil, ſhe will ſwallow no bribe 


half ſo eagerly as flattery, The ſame pride which 


warms her fancy, ſerves to cool her appetites ; and. 
therefore, though ſhe have neither virtue nor beauty, 


her vanity gives her both. Aod this is my miſtreſs, 
with a pox to her. Pray, what am I in love with ? 
But that is a queſtion fo few lovers can anſwer, that 


J Hall content myſelf with chinking Lam in love with 
Le je ne /qai quoi. 


8. C E N E V. Lovegold': Heuſe. 


| Lovegold, Frederick, Harriet, Mrs. Wiſely, and 
| Mariana. 


| Four: You ſee, madam, what it is to marry extremely 85 
young. Here are a couple of tall branches for you, al- 
moſt the age of man and woman: but ill weeds grow 


àpacè. 


Mrs. Wiſe, When Ain come to their age, Mr. 
Lovegold, they are no longer any trouble to their pa- 
rents; what I have always dreaded was to have married | 


into a family where there were ſmall children. 


Love. Pray give me leave, young lady; I have been 


told 
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told you have no great averſion to ſpectacles; it is not 
that your charms do not ſufficiently ſtrike the naked 
eye, or that they want addition; but it is with glaſſes 
we look at the ſtars, and I'll maintain you are a ſtar of 
beauty that 1s the fineſt, brighteſt, and moſt glorious of 
all ſtars. | 

Mar. Harriet, I ſhall certainly burſt : Oh! nauſeous, 
filthy fellow. 

Lowe. What does ſhe ſav to you, Harriet? 

Har. She fays, fir, if the were a ſtar, you ſhould be 
| ſure of her kindeſt influence, 

Lowe, How can I return this great honour you do 
me ? 

Mar. Auh! what an animal! what a wretch ! 

Love. How vaſtly am I obliged to you for theſe kind 
ſentiments ! 

Mar. I ſhall never be able to hold it out, unleſs you 
keep him at a greater diſtance. 

Lowe. [ Liſtning.] I ſhall make them both keep their 
diſtance, madam. Harkee, you Mr. Spendall, why don't 
you come and make this lady ſome acknowledg ment for 
the great honour ſhe does your father? 

Fred. My father has indeed, madam, much reaſon to 
be vain of his choice. You will be doubtleſs a ver 
great honour to our family. Notwithſtanding which, I 
cannot diſſemble my real ſentiments ſo far, as to counter- 
feit any joy I ſhall have in the name of ſon-in-law; 
nor can [I help ſaying, that if it were in my power, I be- 
lieve I ſhould make no ſcruple of preventing the match. 

Mar. I believe it, indeed; were they to aſk the leave 
of their children, few parents would marry twice. 
Lowe. Why, you ill-bred blockhead, is that the com- 
pliment you make your mother-in-law ? 

Fred. Well, fir, ſince you will have me talk in an- 
Suffer me, madam, to put mylelf in the 
place of my father; and believe me, when I ſwear to 
you I never ſaw any one half ſo charming; that I can 
imagine no happineſs equal to that of pleaſing you; 
that, to be called your huſband, would be to my cars a 
title more bleſt, more glorious, than that of the greateſt 
of princes, The poſſeſſion of you is the moſt valuable gift 
in the power of fortune, That is the lovely mark to 
which all my ambition tends ; there is nothing which 1 
N £ by — - 4 
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am not capable of undertaking to attain ſo great a blefſ- 
ing: all difhculties, when you are the prize in purſuit— 
Lowe. Hold, hold, fir: ſoftly, if you pleaſe. 
Fred. I am only ſay! ing a few civil things, fir, for you 
to this lady. 
Lowe. Your humble ſervant, fir : I have a tongue to 
ſay civil things with myſelf. I have no need of ſuch an 
interpreter as you are, ſweet ſir. 
Mar. If your father could not ſpeak better for him- 
ſelf than his ſon can for him, 1 am afraid he would meet 
with little ſucceſs. 
Lowe. I don't aſk you, ladies, to Sink: any wine be 
fore ſupper, leſt it ſhould ſpoil your ſtomachs. | 
Fred. IJ have taken the liberty to order ſome ſweet- 
meats, fir, and 'Tokay, in the next room ; I hope the 
ladies will excuſe what is wanting. 
Mrs. Wiſe. There was no eren for fach a colla- | 
tion, | 
Fred. [To Mackang: ] Did you ever ſee, madam, fo 
fine a brilliant as that on my father's finger ? 
Mar. It ſeems, indeed, to be a very fine one. 

Fred. You cannot jadge of it, madam, unleſs you 
were to ſee it nearer, If you will give me leave, fir, 
[T ates it off from his father's finger, and gives it to Ma- 
riana ] There is no ſeeing a jewel while it is on the 
finger. 


* a Wi 16. | 2 It is really a prodigious 3 one. 
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Fred. | Preventing Mariana, whois going to return it.] 
No, madam, it is already in the beſt hands. My father, 
madam, intends it as a Feen to you; therefore, I hope 
you will accept it. 5 | 

Love. Preſent! I! _ N 

Fred. Is it not, ſir, your requeſt to this lady, that ſue 
would wear this bauble for your ſake ? | 

Love. [To his Jon.) Is the devil in you? | 

Fred. He makes ſiens to me, that 1 would intreat 
7 to accept it. 

Mar. I ſhall not, upon my word. 
Fred. He will not receive it again. 
Lowe. I ſhall run ſtark ſtaring mad. 
Mar. I muſt inſiſt on returning it. 3 
Fred. It would be cruel in you to refuſe him; let me 

„ | | intreat 
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42 1H .E e 
intreat you, madam, not to ſhock my 28 father to ſuch 
a degree. 

Mrs Wiſe. It is ill- breeding, child, to refuſe ſo often. 
Love. Oh! that the devil would but fly away with 
this ſe!low ! 

Fred. See, madam, what aponies he is in, leſt you 
ſhould return it.— It is not my fault, dear fir ; I do all 
I can to prevail with her— but ſhe is obſtinate 
For © ww 's ſake, madam, keep it. 

ve. [To His Jon.) Infernal villain ! 

75 wp My father will never forgive me, madam, un- 
leſs I ſucceed ; on my knees I intreat you. 

Love. The cut-throat b 

Mis. Miſe. Daughter, I proteſt you make me aſh :22m'd 
of you ; come, come, put up the ring, ſince Mr. Love- 
gold is fo uneaſy about it. 

Mar. Your commands, madam, always eetermine 
me, and I ſhall refuſe no longer. 

Lowe. I ſhall be undone; I wiſh I was buried while 

I have one farthing left. 


SCENE VI. 


To them James. 


Famer, Sir, there is a man at the door who delten to 
ſpeak with you. 

Lowe. Tell him I am ba him come another 
time — bid him leave his buſineſs with you: 

James. Muſt he leave the money he has brought 
with me, fir? 
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Fred. Will you pleaſe, ladies, to walk into the next 
room, and taſte the collation I was mentioning ? 

Mar, I have eat too much fruit already this aſter- 
noon. 

Mrs. Wiſe. Really, fr, this is an unneceſſary trouble; 
but, fince the Tokay is provided, I will taſte o one | 

Har. I wait on you, madam. | 


; | | Lowe, No, no, ſtay - tell him 1 this in- | 
71 ſtant. I aſk pardon, ladies, Il wait on you again im- . 
| | | ch | 
| | 
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T. AE MIS ER. 44% 
S CE N. E VII. 
Frederick, Mariana. 

Mar. That is a mighty pretty picture over the door, 

„ Is it a family: piece, my dear? I think it has 

a great deal of you in it. Are not you generally 

thought very like it ?—Hey-day, where is my mama 

and your ſiſter gone? 

Fred. They thought, madam, we might have ſome 

buſineſs together, and ſo were willing to leave us alone. 


* 7 


Mar. Did they ſo? But as we happen to have no bu- 


ſineſ⸗ together, we may as well follow them. 

Fred When a lover has no other obſtacles to ſur- 

10unt, but thoſe his miſtreſs throws in his way, ſhe is 
in the right not to become too eaſy a conqueſt: but 
were you as kind as I could wiſh, my father would ſtill 
prove a ſufficient bar to our happineſs ; therefore it 1s a 
double cruelty in you. 

Mar. Our happineſs! how came your happineſs and 
mine to depend ſo on one another, pray? when that of 
the mother and ſon-in-law are uſually ſo very oppoſite. 


Fred. This is keeping up the play behind the cur- 


tain. Your kindneſs to him comes from the tame 
ſpring, as your cruelty to me. 

Mar. Modeſt enough ! Then, I ſuppoſe, you chink 
both fictitious. f 

Fred. Faith, to be ſincere, I 3s Without arrogance, 
T think I have nothing in me fo deteſtable, as ſhould 


make you deaf to all I ſay, or blind to all I ſuffer, This. 


J am certain, there is nothing in him ſo charming, as 
to captivate a woman of your ſenſe in a moment. 


Mar. You are miſtaken, ſir; money, money, the 


moſt charming of all things; money, which will ſay 
more in one moment than the moſt eloquent lover can 
in years. Perhaps you will ſay a man is not young; 
I anſwer, he is rich: he is not genteel, handſome, 


witty, brave, good-humoured; but he is rich, rich, | 


rich, rich, r one word contradicts. 


every thing you can ſay againſt him; and if you were to 
praiſe a perſon for a whole hour, and end with, But he 
2s poor, you overthrow all you have ſaid ; for it has 
long been an eſtabliſhed maxim, that he who is rich can 


have no vice, and he that is poor can have no vir- 
due. 


F red. 
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44 F HE MIS E R. | 

Fred. Theſe principles are foreign to the real ſenti- 
ments of Mariana's heart. I vow, did you but know 
how ill a counterfeit you are, how aukwardly ill- nature 
ſits upon you, you'd never wear it. There is not one 
fo abandon'd, but that ſhe can affect what is amiable, 
better than you can what is odious. Nature has paint- 
ed in you the complexion of virtue in ſuch lively co- 
ours, that nothing but what is lovely can ſuit you, or 
appear your own. 177 1 Fo | 


SCENE VIII. 
| Mariana, Frederick, Harriet. 

Har. I left your mama, Mariana, with Mr. Clermont, 
who is ſhewing her ſome pictures in the gallery. Well, 
have you told him ? 

Mar. Told him what? . 

Har. Why, what you told me this afternoon, that 
you lov'd him. 5 J 
Mar, I tell you I lov'd him — Oh! barbarous 
falſehood! es CO 
Fred. Did you? could you ſay ſo? Oh! repeat it to 
my face, and make me bleſs'd to that degree! . 
Har. Repeat it to him, can't you? How can you be 
ſo ill-natur'd to conceal any thing from another, which 
would make him happy to know ? 1 85 
Mar. The lye would choke me, were I to ſay ſo. 
Har. Indeed, my dear, you have ſaid you hated him 
ſo often, that you need not fear that. But, if ſhe will 
not diſcover it to you herſelf, take my word for it, bro- 
ther, ſhe is your own without any poſſibility of loſing. 
She is full as fond of you as you are of her. I hate 
this peeviſh, fooliſh coyneſs in women, who will ſuffer 
a worthy lover to languiſh and deſpair, when they need 
only put themſelves to the pain of telling truth to make 
him eaſy. . | | 

Mar. Give me leave to tell you, Miſs Harriet, this 
is a treatment I did not expect from you, eſpecially in 
your own houſe, madam. I did not imagine I was in- 
vited hither to be betray'd, and that you had entered in- 
to a plot with your brother againſt my reputation. 

Har. We form a plot againſt your reputation! I with 
you could ſee, my dear, how prettily theſe airs become 

| | 3 Y OUs 
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you—-Take my word for it, you would have no reaſon 
to be in love with your fancy. 


Mar. I ſhould indeed have no reaſon to be in love 
with my fancy if it were fix'd where you have inſinuat- 
ed it to be placed. 

Har. If you have any reaſon, madam, to be aſhamed 
of your choice, it is from denying it. My brother is 
every way worthy of you, madam ; and give me leave 


to tell you, if I can prevent it, you ſhall not render him 


as ridiculous to the town, as you have ſome other of your 
admirers, 


Fred. Dear Harriet, carry it no farther ; you will 


ruin me for ever with her. 
Har. Away, you do not know the ſex. Her vanity 
will make you play the fool till ſhe deſpiſes you, and 


then contempt will deſtroy her affection for you It is 


a part ſhe has often play'd. 

Mar, 1 am obliged to you however, madam, for the 
leſſon you have given me, how far I may depend on a 
woman's friendſhip. It will be my own fault, if ever I 
am deceiv'd hereafter. = | 

Har. My friendſhip, madam, naturally cools, when 


I diſcover its object leſs worthy than I imagin'd her. — 
] can never have any violent eſteem for one, who would 


make herſelf unhappy, to make the perſon who dotes 


on her more ſo; the ridiculous cuſtom of the world is a 


poor excuſe for ſuch a behaviour. And, in my opinion, 
the coquette, Who ſacrifices the eaſe and reputation of 
as many as ſhe is able, to an ill- natur'd vanity, is a more 
odious, I am ſure ſhe is a more pernicious creature, than 
the wretch whom fondneſs betrays to make her lover 


5 happy at the | Cxpones of her own reputation. 


"S068 N E IX. 
To them Mrs. Wiſely, Clermont. 
Mrs. Wike. Upon my word, fir, you have a moſt ex- 


cellent taſte for pictures. 


Mar. ] can bear this no longer: if you had been de | 
enough to have given up all friendſhip and honour, 
good- breeding ſhould have reftrain'd you from uſing me 
| after this 33 ewe, barbarous manner. 


Mrs. Wiſe. Bleſs me child, what's the matter ? 
Har. Let me intreat you, Mariana, not to expoſe 
yourſelf; 
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46 THE. MIS ER. 
yourſelf; you have nothing to complain of on his ſide; 
and therefore pray let the whole be a fecret, 

Mar. A ſecret! no, madam. The whole world ſhall 
know how I have been treated. 1 thank Teaven, I 
have it in my power to be reveng'd on you; and if [ 
am not reveng. d ON you. 

Fred. See, filler, was I not in the right; ? did I not 
tell you, you would uin me? and now you have done 
it. 

Har. Courage! all will go well vet. You muſt not 
be frighten'd at a few florms. Theſe are only blaſts 
| that carry a lover to his harbour, 


SCENE X. 
To them Lovegold. 


Lowe. I aſk your pardon, I have x os my buſi- 
neſs with all poſlible haſte. 

Mrs. Wiſe. I did not expect, Mr. Lowrgold, when we 
were invited Wet that your children intended to af- 
front us. 

Love. Has any one affronted you, madam ? 

Mrs. Wife. Your children, fir, have us'd my poor 
girl ſo ill, that they have brought tears into her eyes. 
I can ſure you, we are not us'd 10 be treated in this 
manner. My daughter is of as good a family- 


Love, Out of my fight, audacious, vile wretches, and 
let me never ſee you again. 


Fred. vir, I 

Lowe. I won't hear a word, and I wiſh I may never 

hear you more. Was ever ſuch impudence F. 20 dare, 

after what I have told you—— | 
Har. Come, brother, perhaps I may give you ſome 

comfort. 

Fred. I fear you Rave deſtroy'd i it for ever. 


© E N E XL. 
end. Mr:. Wiſely, Mariana, Clermont. 


Love. How ſhall I make you amends for the rudeneſs = 
you have ſuffer'd? Poor, pretty creature ! had they 
| fliolen my purſe, I would almoſt as foon have Pardon 4 
them. 
Mrs. I 7 . The age is come to a fine paſs, indeed, 
if children are to comgroul the wills of their PAIR, 7 
W Oi! & 
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T would have conſented to a ſecond maich, I would have 
been glad to have ſeen a child of mine oppoſe it. 

Love Let us be married immediately, my dear; ard 
if aſter that they erer dare to offend you, they ſhall 
ſtay no longer under my roof. 

Irs. Vie. Lookee, Mariana, I know your conſept 
will appear a little ſudden, and not altogether conform 
to thoſe nice rules cf decorum, of which I have been all 
my life ſo ftri& an obſerver; but this is ſo prudent a 
match, that the world will be apt to give you a diſpen- 
ſation. V/hen women ſeem too forward to run away 
with idle young fellows, the world is, as it ought to be, 
very ſevere on them; but when they only conſult their 
intereſt in their conſent, tho? it be never ſo quickly gi- 
ven, we fay, La! who RUPEES it? it was mighty 
Privately carried on 

Mar. I refizn myſelf int rely over to your will, ma- 
dam, and am at your diſpoſal. 
Mrs. Wiſe. Mr. Lowegold, my daughter i is a little ſhy 

on this occaſion ; you know your courtſhip has not been 
of any long date; but ſhe has conſidered your great 
merit, and I Nied I may venture to give you her con- 
ſent. 

Lowe. And Mal! T Hey! I begin to find myſelf the 
hapyieſl man upon earth, Od! madam, you ſhail be a 
grandmother within theſe ten months—I am a very 
young fellow. | 

Mar. If you were five years younger, I ſhould utter- 
ly deteſt you, 

Love. The very creature ſhe was deſcribed to be! 
No one, ſure, ever ſo luckily found a mals of treaſure 
as I have, My pretty ſweet, if you will walk a few mi- 
nutes in the W en, I wili wait on you; {| moſt give 
lome neceſſary orders to my clerk. 

Mrs. Mise. We e ſhall expect you with impatience. 


N 2 . 


* 


e 1d, Clermont. 
Live. Clermont, come ther: you ſee the di order 
my ho oule 1 is 1: Ike to 9 ia 818 3 Ng. I mo truſt 
| every thing to your care; {tw hat matters be managed 
with as ſmall EXECGe as pol My exttavagant ſon 
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what is not eat or drank be returned to the trades- 
people. If you can fave a bottle of the wine, let that 
be ſent back too; ; and put up what is left, if part of a 
bottle, in a pint: that 1 will keep for my own drink- 
ing when I am fick. Be ſure that the ſervants of my 
gueſts be not aſk'd to come farther than the hall, for 
fear ſome of mine ſhould aſk them to eat. I truſt every 
thing to you. 
Cler. I ſhall take all the care poſſible, fir, But there 
is one thing in this entertainment of N which gives 
me inexpreſſible pain. 
Love. What is that, pr 'ythee ? | 
Cler. That is the cauſe of it. Give me leave, ſir, to 
be free on this occaſion. I am ſorry a man of your 
years and prudence ſhould be prevail'd on to ſo indiſ- 
creet-an action, as I fear this marriage will be called. 
Lowe: I know ſhe has not quite ſo 88 a fortune as 
1 might expect. 
Cler. Has ſhe any fortune, fir? 
Love. Oh! yes, yes; I have been very well aſſured 
that her mother is in very good circumſtances; and you 
know ſhe is her only daughter. Beſides, ſhe has ſeve- 
ral qualities which will ſave a fortune; and a penny 
ſav'd is a penny got. Since I find I have great occaſion 
for a wife, I might have ſearched all over this town, and 
not have got one cheaper. 
Cher. Sure, you are in a dream, fir; ſhe ſave a * 
tune! 
Los. In the article of a table, at leaſt two hundred 
pounds a-year. 
Cuer. Sure, fir, you do not know 
Lowe. In clothes, two hundred more. 
Cler. There is not, fir, in the whole town 
Lowe. In jewels, one hundred; play, five hundred; 
theſe have been all prov'd to me; beſides all that her 
mother is worth, In ſhort, I have made a ve: Ty progent 
choice. | 
Cler. Do but hear me, fir, = 
Lowe. Take a particular care of the family, my good 
N Preys let there be nothing waſted. 
SCENE XIII. 
Clermont alone. 
How vaigly do we ſpend our breath, while paſſion 
ſhuts 
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ſhuts the ears of thoſe we talk to. I thought it impoſſi- 
ble for any thing to have ſurmounted his avarice; but I 

find there is one little paſſion, which reigns triumphant 
in every mind it creeps into ; and whether a man be 
covetous, proud, or cowardly, it is in the power of 
woman to make him liberal, humble, and brave. Sure 
this young lady will not Jet her fury carry her into the 
arms of a wretch ſhe deſpiſes; but, as ſhe is a coquette, 
there is no anſwering for any of her actions. 1 will 
haſten to acquaint Frederick with what I have heard. 
Poor man! how little ſatisfaction he finds in his miſ- 
treſs, compared to what I meet in Harriet. Love to 
him is miſery, to me perfect happineſs. Women are 
always one or the other ; they are never indifferent. 
Whoever takes for better and for worſe, 
Meets with the greateſt bleſſing, or the Een curſe. 


| ADNAN ICI Nx 
A c > IV. 8 C E NE I. 


SCEN E, d ball in Lene houſe. 


| Frederick, Ramilie. | 90 
Fred. Hu Lappet my enemy ! and can ſhe at- 


tempt to forward Mariang's marriage with 
my father ? 
Ramil. Sir, upon my honour, it is. true. She told it 
me in the higheſt confidence; a truft, fir, which nothing 
but the inviolable friendſhip I have for you could have 
prevailed with me to have broken. 
Fred. Sir, I am your moſt humble ſervant, Lam in- 
_ finitely oblig'd to your friendſhip. 
Ramil, Oh! fir; but really I did wihltaod- pretty 
conſiderable offers: for, would you think it, fir, the 
jade had the impudence to attempt to engage me too in 
the affair? I believe, fir, you would have been pleas'd 
to have heard the anſwer I gave her: Madam, ſays 
J, do you think, if I had no more honour, I ſhould have 
no greater regard to my intereſt? It is my intereſt, ma- 
dam, ſays I, to be honeſt: for my maſter is a man of 
that generoſity, that liberality, that bounty, that I am 
furs he will never ſuffer any ſervant of his to be a loſer 


by 


- 
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by being true tohim. No, no, ſays I; let him alone 
for rewarding a ſervant, when he is dat once aſſur d of 
his fidelity. 


Fred. No demands now, Ramilit; ; I ſhall find a a time 
to reward you. 

Ramil. That was what I told her, ſir. Do you think, 
ſays I, this old raſcal, (I aſk your pardon, fir) that 
this hunks, my maſter's father, will live for ever? And 
then, ſays I, do you think my maſter will not remember 

his old friends? 

Fred. Well; but, dear ſir, let us have no more of your 
Thetoric — go and fetch Zapper hither. III try if 1 
can't bring her over. 

Ramil. Bring her over! a fig for her, fir. I have a 
plot worth fifty of yours. I'II blow her up with your 
father. Pl make him believe juſt the contrary of every 
word ſhe has told him. 

Fred. Can you do that? 

Ramil. Never fear it, fir ; I warrant my lies keep 
even pace with hers. But, fir, I have another plot; 1 
don't q reftion but before you ſleep, I ſhall put you 
in poſſeſſion of ſome thouſands of your father's money, 

Fred. He has done all in his power to provoke me to 
it; but I am afraid that will be carrying the jelt too far. 

 Ramil. Sir, I will undertake to make it out, that rob- 
bing him is a downright meritorious act. Beſides, fir, 
if you have any qualms of conſcience, you may return it 
him again. Your darin Pallelon of it will bring him 
to any terms. | | 
Fred. Well, well, I believe there is little danger of 
thy ſtealing any thing from him: ſo about the firſt af- 
fair. It is that only which cauſes my preſent pain. 


Ramil, Fear nothing; Urs wann Ramilie is your 
ns. 


SCENE II. 


Frederick, Clermont, 


Fred, If impudence can give a title to ſucceſs, I am 
ſore thou haſt a good one. 


Cler. Oh! Frederick, I have been looking you all 
over the houſe. I have news for you, which will give 
me pain to diſcover, tho' it ls necaſſary you ſhould know 
it. 


In ſhort, Mariana has determined to marry your 
Faber this evening. 
Fred. How ! Oh! Clermont, is it poſſible ; ? Curſed be 


the politics of my ſiſter; ſhe is the innocent occaſion of 
this. And can Mariana from a pique to her throw her- 


ſelf away ! Dear Clermont, give me ſome advice, think 


on ſome method by which I may prevent, at leaſt defer, 
this match; for that moment which gives her to my fa- 
ther will ſtrike a thouſand daggers in my heart. 
Cler. Would I could adviſe you! but here comes one 


who is more likely to invent ſome means for your deli- 
verance. | 


Fred. Ha! Lappe. 


2 SCENE III. 


Lappet, Frederick, Clermont. 
Lap. Hey-day ! Mr. Frederick, you ſtand with your 


arms acroſs, and look as melancholy as if there was a 
funeral going on in the houſe inftead of a wedding. 
Fred. This wedding, madam, will prove the occaſion 
of my funeral; I am oblig'd to you for being inſtru- 
mental to it. 
Lap. Why, i, if you conſider the caſe rightly, 1 


think you are. It will be much more to your intereſt 
0 


Fred. Miſtreſs, undo immediately what you hai 
done; prevent this match which you have forwarded, 


or by all the devils which inhabit that heart of 


Ours —— 


Lap. For i 8 "fake, fir ! You do not intend to 
kill me? 

Fred. What could drive your villainy to at :tempt to 
rob me of the woman I dote on more than life? What 
could urge thee, when J truſted thee with my paſſion, 
when I have paid the moſt extravagant uſury for money 


to bribe thee to be my friend, what could Way thee o 
betray me? 


Lap. As I hope to be ſav” d, fir, whatever I have done 
was intended for your ſervice. 


Fred. It is in vain to deny it; I know thou haſt 
us'd thy utmoſt art to perſuade my father into . this 


match, 


; C 2 | Lag. 
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Lap. If I did, fir ; it was all with a view towards 


your intereſt ; if I have done any thing to prevent your 
having her, it was becauſe I e you e do bet- 
ter without her. 

Fred. Would'ſt thou, to ſave my life, tear out my 


heart? And doſt thou, like an impudent inquiſitor, 


whilſt thou art deſtroying me, aſſert it is for my own 


_ ſake? 


Lap. Be but appeas'd, fir, and [et me recover out of 
this terrible fright you have put me into, and I will en- 
gage to make you eaſy yet. 

 Cler. Dear Frederick, adjourn your anger for a while 
at leaſt: I am ſure, Mrs. Lappet is not your enemy in 
her heart ; and whatever ſhe has done, if it has not been 
for your ſake, this I dare confidently affirm, it has been 
for her own. And I have ſo good an opinion of her, 


that the moment you ſhew her it will be more her intereſt 
to ſerve you, than to oppoſe you, you may be ſecure of 


her friendſhip. 
Fred. But has ſhe not already carried it beyond re- 
trieval ? 

Lap. Alas ! fir, I never did any thing yet ſo effectu- 
ally, but that I have been capable of undoing it ; nor 
have I ever ſaid any thing ſo politively, but that I have 
been able as poſitively to unſay it again. As for truth, 
I have neglected it ſo long, that I often forget which fide 
of the queſtion it is of. Beſides, I look on it to be fo 
very inſignificant towards ſucceſs, that I am indifferent 
whether it is for me or againſt me. 

Fred. Let me intreat you, dear madam, to loſe no 
time in informing us of your many excellent qualities; 


but conſider how very precious our time is, ſince the 


marriage is intended this very evening. 
Lap. That cannot be. | 
(ler. My own ears were witneſſes to her conſent. 
Lap. That indeed may be 
cannot be, nor it ſhall not be. | 
Fred. How! how will you prevent w- 
Lap. By an infallible rule I have. But, fir, Mr. Cler- 
mont was mentioning a certain little word called intereſt, 
joſt now. I ſhould not repeat it to you, fir ; but that 


ay one goes about a thing with ſo much a better — 
an 


but for the marriage it 
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and one has ſo much better luck in it too, when one has 
got ſome little matter by it. | 

Fred, Here, taxe all the money I have in my pocket, 
and on my marriage with Mariana, thou ſhalt have fifty 
more. 
Lap. That is enough, fir; if they were half married | 
already, I would unmarry them again, [ am impatient 


till I am about it. Oh! there is nothing like gold 
40 quicken a woman's Capacity. 


SCENE Iv. 
Frederick, Clermont. 

Fred: Doſt thou think I may place any confidence in 
what this woman ſays ? 

Cer. Faith! I think ſo. I have told you how PER 
trouſly ſhe manag'd my affairs, I have ſeen ſuch proofs | 
of ber capacity, that I am much eaſier on your account 

than I was. 

Fred. My own heart is ſomething lighter too. Oh, 
Clermont ! how dearly do we buy all the Xe which we 
receive from women! 

Cler. A coquette's lover generally pays very ſeverely, 
indeed. His game is ſure to lead him a long chace, 
and if he catches her at laſt, ſhe is hardly worth my | 
ing home - You will excuſe me. 
Fred. It does not affect me; for what appears a co- 
quette in Mariana is rather the effects of ſprightlineſs 
and youth, than any fix d habit of mind; ſhe has good- 
ſenſe and good- nature at the bottom. 

Cler. If ſhe has good- nature, it is at the bottom in- 
deed : for I think ſhe has never diſcover'd any to you. 
Fred. Women of her beauty and merit have ſuch a 
variety of admirers, that they are ſhocked to think of 
giving up all the reſt by fixing on one. Beſides, ſo many 
Pretty gentlemen are continually attending them, .and 
whiſpering ſoft things in their ears, who think all their 

ſervices well repaid by a curtſey or a ſmile, that they are 
ſtartled, and think a lover a moſt unreaſonable creature, 
who can imagine he merits their whole perſon. 

Cler. They are of all people my averſion ; they are 
a ſort of ſpaniels, who, tho' they have no chance of run- 
ning down the hare themſelves, often ſpoil the chace. L 

nave known one of theſe fellows . half the fine 


. women 
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women in town, without any other deſign than of en- 
joying them all in the arms of a ftrumpet. It is pleaſant 
enough to ſee them watching the eyes of a woman of 
quality half an ROUT, to get an opportunity of making a 
bow to her. 

Fred. Which ſhe often returns with a ſmile, or ſome 85 
more extraordinary mark of affection; from a charitable 
defign of giving pain to her real admirer, who, tho” he 
can't be jealous of the animal, is concern'd to ſee her 
condeſcend to take notice of him. 


S NE VNV. 
Harriet, Frederick, Clermont. 
Har. I ſuppoſe, brother, you have heard of my good 
father's ceconomy, that he has re ſolv'd to join two en- 
tertainments in one and on giving an extraot- 
dinary wedding ſupper. 

Fred. Yes, I have heard it, and I hope have an | 
meaſures to prevent it. 

Har. Why, did you believe it then? 

Fred. I think I had no longer room to doubt. 
Har. I would not believe Tt; if 1 were to ſee (hem in 
bed together. 

Fred. Heaven forbid it ! 


Har. So fay I too. Heaven forbid 1 mould have ſuch | 


a mother-in-law ; but I think, if ſhe were wedded into 
any other family, you would have no reaſon to lament 
the loſs of ſo conſtant a miſtreſs, 
Fred. Dear Harriet, indulge my e | 
Har. I will indulge your weakneſs with all my heart 
bot the men ought not; for they are ſuch lovers as 
you, who ſpoil the women, Come, if you will bring 
Mr. Clermont into my apartment, Pl] give you a diſh of 
tea, and you ſhall have ſome /a/ volatile in it, tho? you 
have no real cauſe for any depreſſion of your ſpirits ; for 
I dare ſwear your miſtreſs is very ſafe. And 1 am ſure, 
if ſhe were to be loſt in the manner you apprehend, ſhe | 
would be the beſt loſs you ever had in your life. 


Cler. Oh Frederick if your miſtreſs were but equal to [1 


your filter, you might be well called the happieſt of man. 
| kind, [Exeunt. 


SCENE 
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. 
| Mariana, Lappet. | 
I Lap. Ha, ha, ha! and ſo you have pere the old 
lady. that you really intend to have him ? 

Mar. ] tell you, I do really intend to have him, 

Lap. Have him! ha, ha, ha. For what do 1 intend 
td have him? | 


5 Mar. Have I not told you already; that I will marry 
| kim ? 


Lap. Indeed, you will not. 

Mar. How! Mrs. Impertinence, has your miſtreſs 
told you fo? and did ſhe lend you hither to perſuade me 
againſt the match? 

Lap. What ſhould you marry him for? As ſor 12 
riches, you might as well think of going hungry to a 

fine entertainment, where you were ſure of not being 
ſuffer'd to eat, The very income of your own fortune 
will be more than he will allow you. Adieu fine clothes, 
operas, plays, aſſemblies ; adieu dear gradrille—and to 
what have you ſacrificed all theſe? — not to a huſband | 
bor whatever you make of him you will never make a 
huſpand of him, Im fure, 

Mar. This is a liberty, madam, I ſhall not allow you; 
if you intend to ſtay in this houſe, you muſt leave off 
theſe pretty airs you have lately given yourſelf, —— Re- 
member you are a ſervant here, and not the miſtreſs, as 
you have been ſuffered to affect. 

| Lap. You may lay afide your airs too, good madam, 
. if you come to that; for I ſhall not deſire to ſlay in this 
* houſe, when you are the miſtreſs of it. | 
Y Mar, It will be prudent in you, not to put on your 
3 uſual inſolence to me; for if you do, your maſter ſhall 
puniſh you for it. 

Lap. I have one comfort, he will not be able to puniſh 
me half ſo much as he will you, The worſt he can do 
to me is to turn me out of the houſe—bat you he can 
keep in it. Wife to an old fellow! faugh! 

Mar. If miſs Harriet ſent you on this errand, you may 
return, and tell her, her wit is ſhallower than! imagin'd 
it -and fince ſhe has no more experience, I believe 

I ſhall ſend my daugbter- in- law to ſchool again. 


{ Exit. 
'N ++ Lap. 


Ne THE MISEMR. 

Lap. Hum ! you will have a ſchoolmaſter at home. 
J begin to doubt whether this ſweet-temper'd creature 
will not marry in ſpire at laſt. I have one project more 
to prevent her, and that I will about inſtantly. 


SCENE VII. The Garden. 
Lovegold, Mig. Wiſely. 
4 Lowe. I cannot be eaſy, I muſt 9 ſomething upon 
er. 

Mrs. Wife. Believe me, Mr. Lovegold, it is unneceſſa- 
ry; when you die, you will leave your wife very wel! 
provided for. 
| Lowe. Indeed, I have known ſeveral law-ſuits happen 
on theſe accounts; and fometimes the whole has been 
thrown-away in diſputing to which party it belonged. 
I ſhall not ſleep in my grave, while a ſet of villainous 
lawyers are Ing the little money I have among 
them. 
Met. Wile. 1 know this old fool is fond enough now 
to come to any terms; but it is ill truſting him: violent 
Paſſions can never la{ long at his years, Hue. 
Lowe. What are you conlidering ? | 
Mrs. Wiſe. Mr. Lowegold, J am ſure, knows the world 
too well to have the worſe opinion of any woman from 
her prudence : therefore I muſt tell you, this delay of 
the match does not at all pleaſe me. It ſeems to argue 
| your inclination abated, and fo it is better to let the 
treaty end here. My daughter has a very good offer 
now, which were ſhe to refuſe on your account, ſhe 
would make a very ridiculous figure in the world after 
you had left her. 

Love. Alas! madam, I love her better than any thing 
almoſt upon the face of the earth ; this delay is to ſe- 
cure her a good jointure : I am not worth the money 
the world fays ; I am not indeed. 

M.. Ii iſe. Well, fir, then there can be no harm, for 
the ſatisfaction both of her mind and mi ne, in your fipn- 
ing a {mall contract, which can be prepar'd immediately. 

Love. What ſignifies figning, madam? _ 

Mrs. Wiſs. I ſee, fir, you don't care for it; fo there 
is no harm done. And really this other is ſo very ad- 
vantageous an offer, that I don't Know whether I ſhall | 
not be blam'd for refuſing him on any account. 


Love. 
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Lowe. Nay, but be not in haſte; what would you have 
me ſton? 


Mrs. Wiſe. Only to perform your promiſe of mar- 
riape? 


| Lowe. Well, well, let your lawyer draw it up then, and 


mine ſhall look it over, 


Mrs. Wiſe, I believe my lawyer is is in the houſe ; I'll 
go to him, and get it done inſtantly ; and then we will 
give this gentleman a final anſwer. 1 aſſure you, he is 
a very advantageous offer. | Exit. 

Love As] intend to marry this girl, there can be no 
harm in fgening the contract; her lawyer draws it up, 
ſo I ſhall be at no experce ; for I can get mine to look 
it over for nothing. I ſhould have done very wiſely in- 
deed, to have intitled her to a third of my ſortune, 


whereas I will not make her jointure above a tenth! I 


proteſt, it is with ſome difficulty that I have prevail'd 
with myſelf to put off the match: I am more in love, I 
find, than ] ſuſpected. | 


SCENE VIII. 
| Lap pet, Lovegold. 


Lap. Oh! unhappy, miſerable creature > that 1 am ! 
what ſhalt Ido? whither ſhall I go? 


[.cve, What's the matter, Lappet? 


Lap. To have been innocently aſſiſting in betraying ; 


ſo good a man ! ſo good a maſter ! fo good a friend! 

Lowe. Lappet, ] ſay. 

Lap. I ſhall never forgive myſelf, I ſhall never outlive 
it, I ſhall never eat, drink, ſleep —— [| Rans againſi him. 
Lowe. One would think you were walking in your 
fleep now. What can be the meaning of this? 


done. 


Lowe. How! what! has any one robb'd me? have I 
Joſt any thing ? 


Lap. No, fir; but you have got fomething. 
Lace. What? what? 

Lap. A wife, fir. 
Lowe. No, I have not yet but W 


Lap. How, fir, are you not married? 
Love. No. 


"C's Lap. 


2 
* * 1 - | — — 
> — 2 — +53 (_—= LE 8 . : D 4 . 
_ ” > _—_— — p A” "ko Pr: 8 * PL * 3 us > +. wu. — 
en 2 7 -D : 35 Sins 3 . % 2. 
. TIES Sh 4 i 3 r * 1 - he x;* a 


Lap. Oh! fir you are augen ſir, and I am un- 


8 


— 


2 


777. 


58 THE MIS E R. 


of your mouth. 

Lowe. I have, for ſome particular reaſons, put off the 
match for a few days. 

Lap. Yes, fir; and for ſome particular reaſons, you 
ſhall put off the match for a few years. 
love. What do you ſay ? 

Lap. Oh! fir, this affair has almoſt Jetermin'd me 
never to engage in matrimonial matters again. I have 
been finely deceiv'd in this lady. I told you, fir, ſhe 
had an eſtate in a certain country; but I find it is all a 
cheat, fir ; the devil of any eſtate has ſhe, 

& Love. How! not any eſtate at all! How can ſhe live 
then? 


Lap. Nay, ſir, l known how half the people 


In this town live. 

Love. However, it is an excellent good quality i in a 
woman ta be able to live without an eftate. She that 
can make ſomething out of nothing, will make a little 
go a great way. TI am ſorry ſhe has no fortune; but 
confidering all her ſaving qualities, Lappe? 


Log. All an impoſition, fir; ſhe is the moſt extrava- 


gant wretch upon earth. 
Lowe. How ! ho- extravagant! 


Lap. I tell you, fir, ſhe is downright extravagance | 


itſelf. 
Love. Can it be poſſible, after what you told me? 
Lap. Alas! fir, that was only a cloke thrown over 


ber real inclinations. 
Lowe. How was it poſſible for you to be ſo deceiv'd in 


| her? 
Lap. Alas ! fir, the would have deceiv'd any one 


upon earth, even you yourſelf : for, fir, during a whole 


fortnight, ſince you have been in love with her, ſhe bas 
made it her whole buſineſs to conceal ber EXIFavagance, 
and appear thrifty. 

Lowe. That is a good ſign, tho': Lappet, let me tell 
you, that is a good ſign; right habits as well as wrong 


are got by affecting them. And ſhe who could be thrifty 
_ a whole fortnight, gives lively hopes that ſhe may” be 


brought to be ſo as long as ſhe lives. 


Lap. She loves play to diſtraction: it is the only Vi 


bible way in the world ſhe has of a living. 


1 | 


Lap. That is the happieſt word [ever beard come out 
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Lowe. She mak win then, Lappet ; ad play, when 
people play the beſt of the game, 1s no ſuch very bad 
thing. Beſides, as ſhe plays only to ſupport herſelf, 


when ſhe can be ſupported without it, ſhe may leave it 


off. 
Lap. To ſupport her extravagance, in dreſs particu- 


larly ; why, don't you ſee, fir, ſhe is dreſs'd out to- day 
like a princeſs ? 


Lowe. It may be an effect of prudence in a young Wo- 


man to dreſs, in order to get a huſband. And as that is 
apparently her motive, when ſhe is married that motive 
ceaſes: and to ſay the truth, ſhe is in diſcourſe a very 
prudent young woman. 
Lap. Think of her extravagance, 
| 1 A woman of the greateſt modeſty! 
IJ. ap. And extravagance. 
Live. She has really a very fine ſet of teeth. 
| Lap. She will have all the teeth out of your head. 
Love. I never ſaw finer eyes. 
Lap. She will eat you out of houſe and home. 
Love. Charming hair. | 
Lap. She will ruin you. | | 
Lowe, Sweet kiſſing lips, ſwelling breaſts , and the 
i.ncit ſhape that ever was embraced, 


[ Catching Lappet j in bis arm. 


Lap. O, ſir! J am not the lady. — Wa ever ſuch 
an old goat |! Well, fir, ] ſee you are determin'd on 


the match. and lo I defire you wou'd pay me my wages. 


cannot bear to ſee the ruin of a family in which I have 
lived fo long, that I have contracted as great a friend- 
{hip for it, as if it was my own : I can't bear to ſee 
waſte, riot, and extravagance z to fee all the wealth a 
poor, honeſt, induſtrious gentleman has been railing all 


his life-time, ſquander'd away in a year or two, in feaſts, 


balls, muſic, cards, clothes, jewel: It would break my 
heart, to ſee my poor old maſter eat out by a ſet of ſing- 


ers, fidlers, milliners, mantua-makers, mercers, toymen, 
jewellers, fops, cheats, rakes—To tee his guineas fly. 
about like duſt; all his ready money paid in one 
morning to one tradeſman; his whole {flock in the 


funds ſpent in one half year; all his land ſwallowed 
down in another; all his old gold, nay, the very plate, 
which he has bad i in his ily 6 time out of mind, which 

| n has 
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has deſcended from father to ſon ever ſince the flood, to 
ſee even that diſpoſed of. What will they have next, I 
wonder, when they have had all that he is worth in the 
world, and left the poor old man without any thing to 
furniſh his old age with the neceſſaties of life Will they 
be contented then? or will they tear out his bowels, and 
eat them too? [ Both bur/? into tears. ] The laws are cruel, 
to put it in the power of a wife to ruin her huſband in 
this manner And will any one tell me that ſuch a 
woman as this is handſome ?— What are a pair of 

ſhining eyes, when they muſt be bought with the loſs of 
all one's ſhining old gold? _ 

Lowe. Oh! my poor old gold! 

Lap. Perhaps ſhe has a fine ſet of teeth. | 

Love. My poor Plate, chat J have hoarded with fo 
much care! 
Lap. Or Vil grant ſhe may bare a moſt beautiful 

ſhape. 

Lowe. My dear land and tenements ! 

Lap. What are the roſes on her cheeks, or lilies in 
her neck ? 


Lows. My poor India bonds, W at leaſt three and 
a half per cent. 


Lap. A fine excuſe, indeed. when a man is rained by 


| bis wife, to tell us he has married a beauty! 


SCEN E IX. 
Lawyer, Lovegold, Lappet. 

Law. Sir, the contract is ready; my client has ſent 
for the counſel on the other fide, and he is now below 
examining It, 

Love. Get you out of my doors, you villain, you and 
your client too; I'll contract you, with a pox. 

Law. Hey-day! ſure you are non compos mentis 

Lowe, No, firrah ; I had like to have been n comps 
mentis; but I have had the good luck to eſcape it. Go 
and tell your client I have diſcovered her: bid her take 
"Her advantageous offer; for I ſhall ſign no contracts. 
Law, This is the ſtrangeſt thing 1 have met with in 
my whole courſe of practice. 

Loe. I am very much obliged to you, Lappet : in- 
deed, I am very much obliged to you. 


Top. 1 am ſure, fir, 1 nave a Len great ſatisfaction 


in 
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in ſerving you; and I hope you will conſider of that little 
affair that] mentioned to you to-day about my law, ſuit. 

Lowe. Jam very much obliged to you. 

Lap. J hope, ſir, you won't ſuffer me to be ruined, 
when I have preſerved you from it. 

Love. Hey! [ Appearing deaf. 

Lap. You know, fir, that in We /tminſter-Hall money 

and right are always on the {ame fide. 
Love. Ay, fo they are ; very true, ſo they are ; and 
| therefore no one can take too much care of his money. 

Lap. The ſmalleſt matter of money, fir, would do me 
an infinite ſervice. 

Lowe. Hey ! What? 

Lap. A ſmall matter of money, fir, would do me a 
great kindneſs, 

Love. Oho! I have a very great kindneſs for you; in- 
deed, I have a very great kindneſs for you, 

Lap. Pox take your kindneſs !-—Pm only lofing time; 
there's nothing to be got out of him. So T'll ev'n to 
Frederick, and ſee what the report of my ſucceſs will do 

there. Ah! would I] were married to thee myſelf! 

Love. What a prodigious eſcape have I had! L can- 
not look at the Par without being giddy. 


SCENE X, 


| Ramilie, Lovegold. 1 
2885 Who is that? Oh, is it you, firrah ? How dare 


you enter within theſe walls? 

Ramil. Truly, fir, I can ſcarcely reconcile i it to my- 
ſelf: 1 think, after what has happened, you have no 
great te to my friendſhip. But I don't know how it 
is, fir, there is ſomething or other about you which 
 firangely engages my affections, and which, together 
with the friendſhip I have for your ſon, won't let me 
ſuffer you to be impoſed upon; and to prevent that, ſir, 
is the whole and ſole occaſion of my coming within your | 
doors. Did not a certain lady, fir, called Mrs. Lappets 
depart from you juſt now ? 
Lowe. What if ſhe did, firrah ? 

Kamil. Has ſhe not, fir, been talking to you about 4 
young lady whoſe name is Mariana? 
Loe. Well, and what then? 
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Rail. Why, then, fir, every ſingle ſyllable ſhe has 
told you has been, neither more nor leſs, than a moſt 
confounded lie; as is, indeed, every word ſhe ſays : for 
J don't believe, upon a modeſt calculation, ſhe has told 
fix truths ſince ſhe has been in the houſe. She is made 
up of lies : her father was an attorney, and her mother 
was chambermaid to a maid of honour. The firſt word 
ſhe ſpoke was a lie, and ſo will be the laſt. I know ſhe 
has pretended a great affection for you, that's one lie; 


and every thing ſhe has ſaid of Mariana is another. 


. Love. How how! are you ſure of this? 
Ramil. Why, fir, ſhe and I laid the plot together; 
that one time, indeed, I myſelf was forced to deviate a a 


little from the truth; but-i it was with a good deſign: the 
Jade pretended to me that it was out of friendſhip tomy 


maſter ; that it was becauſe ſhe thought ſuch a match 


would not be at all to his intereſt: but, alas! fir, I know 


her friendſhip begins and ends at home; and that ſhe 


has friendſhip for vo perſon living but herſelf. Why, 


fir, do but look at Mariana, fir, and fee whether you 
can think ker ſuch a ſort of woman as ſhe has Celcribz ed 
her to you. 

Love. Indeed ſhe has 2ppeared to me always i in a dif- 
ferent light. Ido believe what you ſay. This jade has 


been bribed by my children to impole upon me. I for- 
give thee all that thou haſt done, for this one ſervice, I 


will go deny all that I ſaid to the lawyer, and put an 
end to every thing this moment. I knew ut was im poſ- 
fible ſhe could be ſuch a fort of a woman. | Zxzr. 

Ramil. And I will go find out my maſter, make him 
the happieſt of mankind, ſqueeze his purſe, and then get 


drunk for the honour of all pany coloured Politicians. 


SCENE XI The Hall. 
Frederick, Lappet. | 

Fred. Excellent Lapper “ I ſhall never kia I have 
ſufficiently rewarded you for what you have done. 
Lap. I have only done half the buſineſs yet. I have, I 


believe, effectually broke off the match with your father. 


Now, fir, [ ſhall make up tne matter between you and. 
Fred. Do but that, dear girl, and I'll coin myſelf! into 
Lap. 
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Laps Keep yourſelf for your lady, fir ; ſhe will take 
all that ſort of coin, I warrant her: as for me, I ſhall be 
much more eaſily contented. 

Fred. But what hopes can'ft thou have ? for I, alas 
ſee none. 


Lap. Oh, fir ! it is more eaſy to make half a daes 


matches, than to break one! and, to ſay the truth, it is 
an office I myſelf like better. There is ſomething, me- 
thinks, ſo pretty in bringing young people together that 
are fond of one another. I proteſt, fir, you will be a 
mighty handſome couple. How fond will you be of a 
little girl the exact picture of her mother! and how 
fond will ſhe be of a boy to put her in mind of his father! 

Fred. Death! you jade, you have fir'd my imagination. 


Lap. But methinks I want to have the hurricane be- 


gin, hupely; I am ſarpriz d they are not all together by 
the ears already. 
S SE NE XII. 

Ramilie, Frederick, Lappet. 
Ramil, Oh! madam! I little expected to have found 


you and my maſter together, after what has happened; 


I did not think you had had the aſſurance 
Fred. Peace, Ramilie, all is well, and Lappet is the 
belt friend I have in the world. 


Ramil. Yes, ſir, all is well indeed; no dk to her; 45 


happy is the maſter that has a good ſervant; a good ſer- 


vant is certainly the greateſt treaſure in this world: I 


have done your buſineſs for you, fir ; I have fruſtrated 


all ſhe has been doing, denied all ſhe has been telling 


him ; in ſhort, fir, 1 obſerved her ladyſhip in a long 
conference with the old gentleman, mightily to your ja- 


tereſt, as you may imagine. No ſooner was ſhe gone 


than I ſteps in, and made the old gentleman believe 
every ſingle ſyllable ſhe had told him, to be a moſt con- 
founded lie; and away he is gone, fully determined to 
put an end to the affair. 

Lap. And ſign the contract; ſo now, ſir, you are 

ruined without reprieve, _ 

Fred. Death and damnation ! fool! villain ! | 

Ramil. Heyday! what is the meaning of this? Have 
I done any more than you commanded me ? 

Fred. Nothing but my curs'd itars cou'd have con- 


| wiv'd ſo damn'd an accident. 
| Rail, 
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64 THE MIS E R. 
Ramil. You cannot blame me, fir, whatever has hap- 
ened, 
Fred. I don't blame you, fir; nor myſelf, nor any 


one: fortune has marked me out for miſery. But J 


will be no longer idle: ſince I am to be ruin'd, I'll 
meet my deſtruction. FE 


SCENE XII. 
Lappet, Ramilie. 
They Hand ſome time filent, looking at each hr 1 


Lap. I give you joy, fir, of the ſucceſs of your nego- 
tiation; you have approv'd yourſelf a moſt able perſon, 
truly; and I dare ſwear, when your ſkill is once Known, 
you will not want employment. 

Remil. Do not triumph, good Mrs. Lappet a pelili- 
cian may make a blunder; I am ſure no one can avoid 
it, that is employ d with you ; for you change ſides fo 
often, that 'tis ene to tell at any time Which ſide 

you are on. 
Lap. And pray, firrah, what was the occaſion of your 
| betraying me to your maſter ; for he has told me all? 
Ramil. Conſcience, conſcience, Mrs. Lappet, the 
great guide of all my actions; I could not find in my 
heart to let him loſe his miſtreſs. 
Lap. Your maſter is very much obliged to you, in- 
deed, to loſe your own, in order to preſerve his: for 
henceforth I forbid all your addreſſes; 1 diſown all obli- 
eations ; I revoke all promiſes ; henceforth I would ad- 
viſe you never to open your lips to me, for if you do, it 
will be in vain ; I ſhall be deaf to all your little, falſe, 
mean, treacherous, baſe infinuations. I would have you 
know, fir, a woman injur'd as I am, never can, nor 
ought to forgive. Never ſee my face again, {Extit. 
KRamil. Huh! now would ſome lovers think them- 
. ſelves very unhappy; but I, who have had experience 
in the ſex, am never frightened at the frowns of a miſ- 
treſs, nor raviſh'd with her ſmiles; they both naturally 
ſucceed one another: and a woman, generally, is as 
ſure to perform what ſhe threatens, as ſhe is what ſhe 
promiſes. But now I'll to my lurking place. I'm ſure 
this old rogue has money hid in the garden; if I can but 
| diſcover Its 1 ſhall handſomely quit all (cores with 00 
. | 0 


T HT MIS EX. by” 
eld gentleman, and make my maſter a ſufficient return 
for the loſs of his miſtreſs. 


SCENE XIV. Another apartment, 
Frederick, Mis. Wiſely, Mariana. 
Fred. No, madam, I have no words to upbraid you 

with, nor ſhall J attempt it. 

Mrs. Niiſe. I think, fir, a reſpect to your father ſhould 
beep you now within the rules of decency ; as for my 
daughter, after what has happened, I think ſhe cannot 
expect it on any other account. 

Mar. Dear mama, don't be ſerious, when, I dare fay, 
Mr. Frederick is in jeſt, 

Fred. This exceeds all you have cone; to inſult the 
perſon you have made miſerable, is more cruel than hav- 
ing made him fo. 


Mar. Come, come, you may not be fo miſerable as 


you expect, I know the word mother-in-law has a ter- 
rible ſound ; but perhaps J may make a better than you 


1Magine. Believe me, you will ſee a change in this 


houſe, which will not be dilagreeable to a man of Mr, 


Frederici's gay temper. 


Fred. All changes to me are henceforth at, When 


fortune robbed me of you, ſhe made her utmoſt effort; 
1 now deſpiſe all in her power. 

Mrs. Wife. ] muſt inſiſt, fir, on your behaving in a 
different manner to my Jaughter. 'The world is apt to 


be cenforious. - Oh, heavens! I ſhudder at the appre- 
benſions of having a reflection caſt on my ny, which 


Has hitherto paſs'd unblemiſhed. 
Fred. I ſhall take care, madam, to ſhun any poſſibi- 


lity of giving you ſuch a fear; for from this night I ne- 


ver will behold thoſe dear, thoſe fatal eyes again. 


Mar. Nay, that ] am fare will caſt a reflection on me. 


What a perſon will the world think me to be, when you 
cou'd not live with me? 

Fred. Live with you! Oh, Mariana ! thoſe words 
bring back a thouſand tender, ideas to my mind, Oh! 
had that been my bleſs'd fortune | 

Mrs. Wiſe. Let me beg, fir, you would keep a greater 
diſtance. The young fellows of this age ate fo ram- 
pant, that even | degrees of kindred cannot reſtrain 
them. 


Fred. 
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Fred. There are yet no ſuch degrees between us.— 
Oh, Mariana while it is in your power, while the ir- 
revocable wax remains 3 conſider, and do not 
ſeal my ruin. 

Mrs. Nit. Come with me, daughter; you ſhall not 
ſay a moment longer with him—a rude fellow! 


S CE NE XII. 
| Ramilie, Frederick, 
Rani. Follow me „ fir, follow me this inſtant. 
Fred. What's the mare] 3 
Eamil. Follow me, fir; we are in the right box; ; the 
buſineſs is done. 
Fred. What done? | 
Kamil. J have it under my arm, fir——here it is! 
Fred. What? what ? 725 
Namil. Your father's ſoul, fir, his money Follow 
me, ſir, this moment, before we are overtaken, 
Fred. Ha! this may preferve me yet. 


SCENE XIV. 
Lovegold in the utmo/t diſtraction. 

Thieves! thieves! aflaſſination! murder! I am wn» 
Cone! all my money is gone | who is the thief ? where 
is the villain? where ſhall I find him? Give me my 
money again, villain. | Catching him/elf by the arm.] lam 
diſtracted ! I know not where | am, nor what I am, nor 
What Ido. Oh! my money, my money! Ha! what fay 

you? Alack-a-day! here is no one, The villain muſt 
have watch'd his time carefully ; he muſt have done it 
while I was figning that d-——-n'd contract. I will go 
to a juflice, and have all my houſe put to their oaths, my 
ſervants, my children, my miſtreſs, and myſelf too; all the 
people in the houſe, and in tne ſtreet, and in the town; 
Iwill have them all executed; I will hang all the 


world; and if I don't nd gy money, I will hang my- 
ſelf alter ward 
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SCENE the Hall. 


| Several Servants, 
Fames, HERE will be rare doings now; madam's 
an excellent woman, faith! things won't 
go as they have done; ſhe has order'd ſomething like a 
{657 per; nere will be victuals enough for the whole town. 
gHemas. She's a ſweet- humour 'd lady, I can tell you 
that, Ihave had a very good place on't with her. Lou will 
have no more uſe for locks and keys in this houſe, now. 
James. This is the luckieſt day I ever ſaw : as ſoon 


as ſupper is over, I will get drunk to her good health, 1 


am reſolv'd ; and that's more than ever [ could have done 
nere before. 

Thomas. You ſhan't want liquor, for here are ten 
hog iteads of ſtrong beer coming in. 

James. Bleſs her heart! good lady! I wiſh he bad a 
better bridegroom. _ 

Themas. Ah ! never mind that, he has a good purſe; 
and for other things, let her alone, maſter James. 
] heed. Thomas, you muſt go to Mr. Mixture's the 
wine-merchant, and order him to ſend in twelve dozen 
of his beſt Champaigne, twelve dozen of Burgunay, and 
twelve dozen of Hermitage. And you muſt call at the 
wax-chandler's, and bid bim ſend in a cheſt of candles; 
and at Lambert's the conſectioner in Pall. Mall. and or- 
der the fineſt deſert he can furniſh ; and you, Will, muſt 
go to Mr. Gray's, the horſe. joc key, and order him to 
buy my lady three of the fineſt geldings for her coach, 
to-morrow morning ; and here, you muſt take this roll, 


and invite all the people in it to ſupper; then you mult 
go :-) the playhouſe in Drury Lane, and engage all. the | 


His, for my lady intends to have a ball, 


Janes. Oh brave Mrs. [heedle ! here are fine times! 
IV zeed. My lady deſires that ſupper may be kept back 


as much as poſſible; and if you can think of any thing to 
add to it, the defires you would, _ 


Janes. 


TS 
7 
* 

% 
7 

1 

wee 


68 OOO RE Ms ER, 

James. She is the beſt of ladies. 

Fheed. So you will ſay when you know her better: 
ſhe has thought of nothing, ever ſince matters have been 
made up between her and your maſter, but how to lay 
cut as much money as ſhe could; we ſhall have all 
rare places. 
James. I thought to have given warning to-morrow 
morning, but I believe I ſhall not be in haſte now. 

}/ heed, See what it is to have a woman at the head 
of the houſe. But here ſhe comes. Go you into the 
kitchen, and ſee that all things be in the niceſt order. 

James. I am ready to leap out of my ſkin for joy. 


SCENE: II. 
Mariana, Wheedie, Upholſterer, Mrs Wiſely, 

Mar. I heedle, have you diſpatched the ſervants ac- 
cording to my orders? 

Hheed. Ves, Madam. 

"ar. You will take care, Mr. Fr and let me 
have thoſe two beds with the utmoſt n ? 
Db. 1 mali take a particular care, madam. I ſhall 
put them both in hand to-morrow morning; I ſhall put 

off ſome work, madam, on that account. | 
Mar. That tapeſtry in the dining-room does not at 
all pleaſe me. 5 

Uphol. Your ladyſhip is very much in the right, 
madam ; it is quite out of faſhion ; no one hangs. a 
room now with tapeſtry. 

Mar. Oh! I have the greateſt oh del for tapeſtry i in 
the world! you mult poſitively get me lome of a newer 
Pattern, 
Uphel. Truly, madam, as you ſay, tapeſtry | is one 
of the preitieſt ſorts of furniture for a room that J 
know of. I believe I can ſhew you ſome that will pleaſe 
„ 
Mrs. Wije. I Nota. child, I can't ſee any reaſon for 
this alteration. | 
Mar. Dear mama, let me have my will. There is 
not any one thing in the whole houte that I ſhall be 
able to leave in it, every thing has ſo much-of antiquity 
about it; and I cannot endure the ſight of any thiag that 
is not perfectly modern. | 
Uphel, Your ladyſhip is in the right, madam ; there 


Wo. 
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is no poſſibility of being in the faſhion without new- 
furniſhing a houſe, at leaſt once in twenty years; and 
indeed to be at the very top of the faſhion, you will 
have need of almoſt continual alterations. 

Mrs. Wiſe. That is an extravagance I would never 
ſubmit to. I have no notion of deſtroying one's goods 
before they are half worn out, by following the ridicu- 
lous whims of two or three people of quality. 

Uphel. Ha! ha! madam, I believe her ladyſhip is 
of a different opinion l have many a ſet of goods en- 
tirely whole, that I would be very loth to put into your 
hands. 

F 
= To them Mercer, Jeweller. 
| Mar. Oh, Mr. Sa:7ia ] have you brought thoſe gold 
ſtuffs J ordered you? 


Merc. Ves, madam, I have brought your lady ſhip 


ſome of the fineſt patterns that were ever made, 


Mar. Well, Mr. Sparkle, have you the necklace and 


ear-rings With you? 

Jebel. Yes, madam; and I Jely any jeweller i in town 
to ſhew you their equals; they are, 1 think, the fineſt 
water | ever ſaw; they are finer than the dutcheſs of 


Gliiter's, which have been ſo much admired; I have 


brought you a ſolitaire too, madam ; my lady A. 
bought the fellow of it yeſterday. 
Mar. Sure, it has a flaw in it, fir. 


'Fexwel. TTas it, madam ?. then there never was a brit 
liant without one; [ am ſure, madam, I bought it for a 


good ſtone, and if it be not a good ſtone, you hal 
have it for nothing. 


1 CEN E IV. 

'Lovegold, Mariana, Mis. Wilely, Jeweller, Mercer, 
Upholſterer. Ba, 

| Ta It's loſt, it's gone, it's irteccve rab le; 1 mall 

never ſee it more! 


Mar. And what will be che loweſt price of the neck- 


lace and ear- rings! 


Jebel. If you were my ſiſter, madam, 1 co ald not 


bate you one farthing of three thouſand gu neas. 


| Lowe. What do you ſay of three thouſand guineas, f 


villain? Have you my three thonged guir.eas? 
| Mrs, 
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Mrs. Ni. Bleſs me, Mr. Lowegold / what's the 
matter? 


Lowe. T am undone! I am rvined ! my money is 


ſtolen! my dear three thouſand guineas, that I received 
but yeſterday, are taken away from the place I had put 
them 1 in, and I ſhall never ſee them again! 

Mar. Don't let them make you uneaſy, you may poſ- 
_— them; or if you ſhould not, the loſs is but 
_ a trifle, 


Love. How! a trifle! do you call three thouſand 
guineas a trifle? 

Mrs. Wiſe. She ſees you lo diſturbed, that ſhe is wil: 
ling to make as light of your loſs as poſſible, in order 
to comfort you. 

Lewe. To comfort me! Can ſhe comfort me by call- 
ing three thouſand guineas a trifle ? But tell me, what 
were you ſaying of them? Have you ſeen them? 
Tewel. Really, fir, I do not underſtand you; I was 
| telling the lady the price of a necklace and a pair of 


Ear-rings, which were as Chezp at three thouſand gui 
neas as 


Love. How ! what? What? = 

Mar. I can't think them very cheap. However, I am 

| reſolved to have them; ſo let him have the money, fir, 

if you pleale. 

| Lowe, I am in a dream! | | 
Mar. You will be paid immediately, gr. Well, Mr. 


Satin, ard pray what is the higheft. priced gold ſtuff 
you have brought ? 


Merc. Madam, I have one of twelve pounds a yard. 
Mar. It muſt be pretty at that price. Let me have 
a gown and petticcat cut off, 

Lowe. You ſhall cut cf wy head firſt, What are you 
doing? are you mad? 


Mar. I am only preparing a proper dreſs to appear 
in as your wife. 

Lowe. Sirrah, offer to open any of your pick · pocket 
trinkets here, and I'll make an example of you. 

Mar. Mr. Lovegeld, give me leave to tell you, this is a 
behaviour I don't underſtand. You give me a fine pattern 
before marriage of the uſage I am to expect after it 
Love. Here are fine patterns of what I am to expect 
ate it! 13 
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Mar. J aſſure you, fir, I ſhall inſiſt on all the privi- 


leges of an Engliſp wife. I ſhall not be taught to dreſs 
by my huſband. I am myſelf the beſt judge of what 


you can afford; and if I do ſtretch your purſe a little, 
it is for your own honour, fir, The world will know it 


is your wife that makes ſuch a figure. 

Lowe. Can you bear to hear this, madam ? 2 
Mrs. Wiſe. I ſhould not countenance my daughter in 
any extravagance, fir; ; but the honour of my family, as 
well as yours, is concern'd in her appearing handſomely, 
Let me tell you, Mr. Lovegold, the whole world is very 
ſenſible of your fondneſs for money; I think it a very 
great bleſſing to you, that you have met with a woman 
of a different temper, one who will preſerve your repu- 
tation in the world whether you will or no. Not that I 


would in{inuate to you, that my daughter will ever run 
you into unneceſſary expences ; ſo far from it, that if 


you will but generoully make ber a preſent of five thou- 
ſand pounds to fit herlelf out at firſt in clothes and jew- 


els, I dare ſwear you will not have any other demand on 


thoſe accounts 


I don't know when. 


Mar. No, unleſs a birth-night ſuit or two, I hal 


_ ſcarce want any thing more this twelvemonth. 
Love. Jam undone, plundered, murdered! However, 
there is ore comfort; [ am not married yet. 


Mar. And free to chooſe whether you will marry at 
all, or no. 


Mrs. Wiſe. The conſequence, you know, will be no 


more than a poor ten thouſand pound, which is ail the 
forfeiture of the breach of contract. | 

Love. But, madam, I have one way yet. I have not 
bound my heirs and executors; and fo, if I havg myſelf, 
J am off the bargain— In the mean while IH try if I 
cannot rid my houſe of his neſt of chieves. Get out 
of my doore, you cutpurſes. 

Jeabel. Pay me for my jewels, fir, or return 'em me. 
Lowe. Give him his baubles; give them him. 

Mar. I ſhall not, I aſſure you. You need be under 
no apprehenſion, fir ; you ſee Mr, Lowegold is a little 
_ diſordered at preſent; but if you will come to-morrow, 
you ſhall have your money. 
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Love, Who the devil are you ? What have you to da 
here ? 


Uphel. Jam an upholſterer, fir ; and am come to 


new furniſh your houſe. 

Lowe. Out of my doors this inſtant, or I will disfurniſh 
your head for you: I'll beat out your brains. 

Mrs, Nie. Sure, fir, you are mad. 

Lowe. I was when I fign'd the contract. Oh 1 that 1 
had never learnt to write my name! | 


S C E . 
Charles Bubbleboy, Lovegold, Mariana, Mrs. Wiſely. 


Cha. Your moſt obedient ſervant, madam. 

Love. Who are you, fir? What do you want here? 
Cha. Sir, my name is Charles Bubbleboy. 

Lowe. What's your huſineſs? _ | 
Cha. Sir, I was ordered to bring ſome ſnuff boxes and 
rings. Will you pleaſe, fir, to look at that ſnoff-box: 
there is but one perſon in England, fir, can work in this 
manner. If he was but as diligent as he is able, he would 
get an immenſe eſtate, fir; if he had an hundred thouſand 
hands, I could keep them all employed. I have brought 
you a pair of the rew-invented ſnuffers too, madam. Be 


pleas'd to look at them ; they are my own invention; 


the niceſt lady in the world may make uſe of them. 
| Love. Who the devil fent for you, fir ? 
Mar. I ſent for him, fir. | 
Cha. Yes, fir, I was told it was a lady ſent for me. 
Will you pleaſe, madam, to look at the ſnuff boxes or 
rings firſt ? 


Lede. Will you pleaſe to go to the devil, fr, firſt, or 


ſhall I ſend vou? 
Cha. Sir ? 


Lowe. Get you out of my houſe this inſtant, or FL. 


break your ſnuff-boxzs, and your bones too, 

Cha. Sir, I was ſent for, or I ſhould not have come. 
Clarks Bubbleboy does not want cuſtom. Madam, your 
moſt obedient ſervant. 1 f e 


ee E VI. 
Mariana, 2 Wiſely, Lovegold, Wheedle. 


Mar. 1 apo, fr, you expe to be Fnely ſpoken of 
abroad, 
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abroad, for this; you will get an excellent character in 
the world by this behaviour. 

Mrs. Wise. Is this your gratitude to a woman who 
has refuſed ſo much better offers on your account ? 

| Lowe, Oh! wou'd ſhe had taken them. Give me up 

my contract, and I will gladly reſign all right and title 
whatſoever. | 

Mrs. Wie. It is too late now, the gentlemen have had 
their anſwers; a good offer once refuſed, is not to be 
had again. 

I :ed. Madam, the taylor, whom your ladyſhip ſent 
for, is come. | 

Mar. Bid him come in. This is an inftance of the 
regard 1 have for you. I have ſent for one of the beſt 
taylors in town to make you a new ſuit of clothes, that 
you may appear like a gentleman ; for as it is for your 
honour that I ſhould be well dreſs'd, ſo it is for mine 
that you ſhould. Come, macam, we will go in and give 
farther orders concerning the entertainment, 


SEN E VII. 
Lovegold, Liſt. 

Lowe. Oh, Lappet, Laptet! the time thou haſt pro- 
pheſy'd of, is come to pats. 

Li/?. 1 am your honour's moſt humble ſervant. My 
name is Li. I preſume I am the perſon you ſent for 
the laceman will be here immediately. Will your ho- 
nour be pleaſed to be taken meaſure of firſt, or look over 
the patterns; if you pleaſe, we will take meaſure ſirſt. 
do not know, fir, who was ſo kind as to recommend 


me to you, but I believe | ſhall give you entire ſatisfac- 


tion. I may defy any taylor in Zagland to underfland 
the faſhion better than myſelf ; ; the thing is impoſitble, 
fir. I always viſit France twice a year; and tho' | ay 
it, that ſhould not ſay it — Stand upright, if you 
le aſe, ſir | F 

Love, I'll take meaſure of vour back, firrah —'l1 
teach ſuch pick pockets as you are, to come dere 
Out of my doors, you villain, 

Lit. Hes fir, did you ſend e me for this, fir ? 
El iha Ul bria 185 you in a bill without any clothes. 


2 | SCEN 
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SEN E. VII. 


Lovegold, James, Porter. | 

Lowe. Where are you going? What h ave you there r 
James. Some fine wine, hr, that my lady ſent for to 
Mr. Mixture's.—But, fir, it will be impoſſible for me to 
get ſupper ready by twelve, as it is ordered, unleſs I have 
more aſſiſtance. I want half a dozen kitchens too. The. 
very wild: fowl that my lacy has ſent for, will take up a 
dozen ipits. 

Lede. Oh! oh! it is in vain to opp poſe it; her extra 
vagance is like a violent fire, that is no ſooner 560 0 in 
one place, than it bicaks out in another, — Drums bent 
evithout | Ha! what is the meaning of this? Is my 
houſe beiieged? Would: they would ſet it on fire, and 
burn all in it. 

Drum. [I ithout,) Heavens bleſs your honour. vice 
I owegald, madam. Lowegold ; long life and happineſs, 
and many childien attend you———and {o God fave the 
kin g. {Drums beat, 

[Lovegold gees cut, ane) ſoon after the drums ccaje. 
| Fames So, he has quieted che drums, I find.— This 
is the roguery of ſome well: wiſh ing neiphbours of his, 
Well, we ſhall ſoon fee which will get the better, my 
maſter or my miſtreſs. If my maſter does, away gol; 
if my millreſs, Pil flay while there is any bouſel: eeping, 
which can't be long ; for the riches of my lord mayor 
will never hold it out at this rate. 


8 CB N E IX. 
| Lovegold, James. 

3 James I ſhall be deſtroy'd; in one week I 
fl:all not be worth a groat upon earth. Go, ſend all the 
- proviſions back to the tradeſmen ; put out all the fires 3 
leave not ſo much as a candle burning. | 
James. Sir, I don't know how to do it; madam 
commanded me, and Id are not diſobey ber. 
Lowe. How ! not when I command Fo 


James. I have loſt ſeveral places, fir, by PASS the: 


; maſter againſt the miſtreſs, but never loſt ove by obey= _ 
ing the miſtreſs ag ainſt the maſter. Beſides, fir, ſhe is 
ſo good and generous a lady, that it would go againſt wy 
very bent to offend her. 

ee 


J 
Love. The devil take her generoſity! _ 
James. And I don't believe ſhe has provided one mor- 
fel more than will be cat; why, fir, ſhe has invited above 
five hundred people to ſupper ; ; within this hour, your 
houſe will be as full as V/e/minſier-Hall-the laſt day, of 
term — Bt I have no time to loſe. 


Love. Oh! Ob! Wh at mall I do? 


3 80 N E X. 
Lappet, Lovegold. 


Lap. Where is my poor maſter. ? Oh, ſir! Tcannit. 


expreſs the ee am in to ſee you devouted in this 


woman the was? Hon: Ted you undo yourfelf with 
your eyes open? 


Love. Poor Las pet had [ taken your advice, I had 
been happy. 


Lap. And I too, ar; for alack a-day, lam as miſerable 
23 you are ; 5 fee | every thing for yOu, fir 7 indeed, 1 


ſhall n my heart upon your Account. 


Lebe. | Thailt be much obliged to you if; ou do, 1 Lafpet. 


Lap. How could a man of your ſenſe, Gr, marry in ſo 
precipitate a inzaner ? 


goes I. 


de. am bot married; I am not marries. 
Lap. Not mairitd | 
Lowe. Nq, no, no. | „ I 
Lap. All's ſafe yet. No man is quite unacone till he is 
married. | 
Lowe. I am, Jam undor e. Oh „Lap et Lcannot tell 


it thee, I have given her a bond d. a bond, a bond of 


ten thouſand pounds to marry ber. 
Lap. You ſhall forfeit it. | | 
Lowe. Forfeit what; My iſe, and foul, and biood, 
and heart, 


Lap. You hall forfeit i it 


Lowe. Vil be buried wich ſooner; no, I am deter- 


mined Þ'll marry her firſt, and bay myel afterwards 
to fave my money: . 


Lap. I ſee, fir, you are andone 3 and i pon mould 
bang yourſelf, I could not blame you. 


Love. Could I but ſave one thouſand by it, I Seel 


bang myſelf with all my foul. Shall 1 live to die not 
worth « groal ? | 55 
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Lab. Oh! my poor maſter! my poor maſter! eng 
Tove. Why did I not die a year ago! what a deal had 
I ſav'd by dying a year ago! [A noiſe without.] Oh! 
oh! dear Lappet, ſee what it is; 1 ſhall be undone in an 


bour — Oh! 
TS SEN E XI. 5 
Lovegold, Clermont richly dreſs'd. 


Lowe. What is here ?—Some of the people w who are to 
: eat meup? 


Chr. Don't you know me, fir? 
| Lowe. Know you! Ha! What is the meaning of this? 
— Oh it is plain, 15 iö too plain; my money has 
paid for all this finery. 1! baſe wretch, could I have 
ſuſpected you of ſuch an OY of lurking in my houſe 
to uſe me in ſuch a manner ? 

1 Sir, Jam come to confeſs the ſact to you; and 
ou will but give me leave to reaſon with you, you 
WI. 1 not find Yourſelf ſo much injured as you imagine. 
Love, Not YEE. | when you have ſtolen away my 
| blood! 5 

Cler. Vout blood is not fallen into bad hands 1 am 

a gentleman, fir. | 


Lowe. Here's impudence ! a fellow robs” me, and tells Gl 


me he is a gentieman.—Tell me who tempted you t0 it! 
Lier. Ah, fir! need 1 fay-——love, 

Lowe. Love! 

Cler. Yes, 0 ſir. WY 

Lowe, Very pretty love, indeed! the love of my gut- 
neas. 
Cher, Ab, fir, think not ſo, Do but prant me the 
free poſt: fon of what 1 Daves and, , by heav'o, 1 al never 
aſk you more. 


Lowe. On, moſt ane qua! wa impudence ! Was ever fo 
modeſt a requeſt! 
Cier. All your efforts to ſeparate us will be vain: we 
have ſworn never to ſorfake each other; and nothing 
but death can part us. 
Lowe. 1 don't queſtion, fir, the very great affection 
on your ſide; but believe 1 ſhall find methods to re- 


Cher. By heavens! I'll die in defend] ing my 1811 * 
and if that were the caſe, think not, when Jam gone, 
you ever could pellets What IN have robb'd me of. 

Love, 


you had married her- 
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Lowe, Ha! that's true ; he may find ways to prevent 
the reſtoring it, Well, well, Jet me delipht my eyes at 
3 let me ſee my treaſure, and 8 | may give It 

perhaps I may. | 

"Cher. Then Jam bleſt! Well may you ſay treaſure, | 
for to poſſels that treaſure is to be rich indeed. 

Lowe. Yes, truly I think three thouſand pounds may 
well be call'd a treaſure.— Go, go, fetch it hither; per- 
haps I may give it you — fetch it hither. 

Cler. To ſhew you, fir, the confidence I place in you, 


I will fetch hither all that I love and adore. [Tit. 


Love. Sure, never was ſo im pudent a fellow! to con- 


feſs his robbery before my face, and deſite to keep what 


he has ltolen, as if he had a right to it. 


SCENE XII. 
Lovegold, Lappet. 
Lou Oh, Lapper ! what's the matter? 
Lap. Oh, fir! J am ſcarce able to tell you. It is 


ſpread about the town that you are married, and your 
wife's creditors are coming in whole flocks. There is 
one ſingle debt for five thouſand 1 Which an at- 
toi ney is without to demand. 


Tee. OR! Ou! Oh let ibem ent my tot. 
Lap. Think what an eſeape you have had think, if | 


Love. | am as bad as married to her. 5 
Lap. It is impoſſible, ſir; nothing can be ſo bad : het, 5 
you ate to pay her ten thouſand pounds; Well=— 


and ten thouſand pounds are a ſum ; they are a ſum, I. 


own it—they are a ſum; but what is ſuch a ſum, com- 
pared with ſuch a wife! > Had you married her, in one 
week you wou'd have been in a priſon, fir—— 

Lowe. If I am, L can keep my money ; they can't take 
that from me. 

Lab. Why, fir, you will loſe twice the value of your' 


contract before you know how to turn yourſelf: and if 


you have no value for liberty, yet conſider, fir, iuch is 


the great goodneſs of our laws, that a priſon is one of 
the dea eſt places you can live in. 


Lowe. Ten thouſend pounds Ne- be bang? d, 

I' be hang'd. 
bop. Suppoſe, fir, it were poſſible ot that believe ; 
Y z it 
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it is) but ſuppoſe it were poſſible to make her abate a 
| little; ; ſuppoſe one could bring her to eight thouſand— 
Lowe, Eight thouſand devils take her 
Lap. But, dear fir, conſider ; nay, conſider 8 
ly ; for every minute you loſe, you loſe a ſum Let 
me beg you, intreat you, my dear good maſter, let me 
prevail on you not to be ruin'd. Be reſolute, fir, conſi- 
der every guinea you give ſaves you a ſcore, 
Love. Well, if ſhe will conſent to, to, to eight hun- 
dred But try, do, try if you can make her bate any 
thing of that—if you can—you ſhall have a twentieth 
Part of what ſhe 'bates for yourſelf. 
Lap. Why, fir, if I could get you off at eight thou- 
ſand, you ought to leap out of your ſcin for j Joy. 
Love. Would I were out of my ſ&in 
Lab. You will have more reaſon to wiſh ſo, when you 
are in the hands of bailiffs for your wife's debts 
Loe. Why was | begotten ! Why was I born | Why 
was I brought up! Why was I not knock'd o' th head, 
before I knew the value of money! 
Lap. [ Enacking without] So, ſo, more Sins, I ſup- | 
pole - Go but into the kitchen, fir, or the hall, and 
it will have a better effect on you than all I can ſay. 
Love. What have I brought myſelf to! What ſhall I 
do Part with eight thouſand pounds! Miſery, de- 
_ ſtruction, beggary, priſons! But then on the other ſide 
are wife, ruin, chains, ilavery, torment: I ſhall run diſ- 
tracted either way! - 
Lap. Ah! would we could once prove you o you 
old covetous 5 ſorenothing 


8 CE N E XIII. 
nd Lappet. 
Mor. Well, what ſucceſs ? | 5 
Lap. It is impoſſible to tell ; he is juſt gone into the 
kitchen, where if he is not frighten d into our deſign, 1 
ſhall begin to deſpair. They ſay fear will make a cow- 
ard brave; but nothing can make him generous : the 
very tear of loſing all he is worth will ſcarce bring him 


do part with a penny. 
Mar. And have you acquainted neither Freder 11 nor 
Harriet with my intentions? 
Lat. Neither, I aſſure you. Ah, macam, had I _ 
VVV 1 | 3 been 
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been able to have kept a ſecret, I had never brought 
about thoſe affairs that I have, Were I not ſecret, Lud 
have mercy upon many a virtuous woman's reputation 
in this town. 

Mar. And don't you think I have kept my real in- 
tentions very ſecret ? 

Lap. From every one but me, I believe you have. I 
aſſure you | knew them long before you ſent for me this 

afternoon to diſcover them to me. 

Mar. But could you bring him to no terms, no pro- 
poſals? Did he make no offer? 

Lap. It muſt be done all at once, and while you are 
"hy 
Mar. So you think he muſt ſee me, to give any thing 
to be rid of me. 


Lap. Huſh, huſh, I hear him coming again, 


SQ FE N E XIV. 
Lovegold, Lappet, Mariana. 

Love, T am undone ! I am undone | I am eat op! 7 
am devour'd ! J have an army of cooks in my douſe, 

Lap. Dear madam, confider ; I know eight thouſand 
pounds are a trifle. I know they are nothing; my maſter 
can very well afford them ; they will make no hole in 
his purſe: and if you ſhould ſtand out, you will get more. 

Lowe, [ Putting his hand before Lappet's mouth. } You 
lie, you lie, you lie, you lie, you lie. She never could 
get more, never ſhould get more: it is more than I ara 
worth; it is an immenſe ſum; and I will be Rlary'd. 

drown'd, ſhot, hang d, burnt, before I part with a z peun y 
of it. | 
Laß. For N s ſake, ſir, you will ruin Ai Mie | 

dam, let me beg. you, intreat you, to *bate theſe two 
| thouſand pounds. Suppoſe a law-ſvit ſhould be the 
conſequence, I know my maittr would be caſt; 1 know 
it would coſt him an immenſe ſum of money, and that 
he would pay the charges of both in the end; but you 
might be kept out. of it a long time, Eight thouſand 

pounds now, are better than ten five years hence. 

Mar. No, the ſatisfaction of my revenge on a man 
who baſely departs from his word, will make me amends 
for the delay; and whatever ſuffer, as long as I know | 
his ruin will be the conſequence, I ſhall be ai) 


Lowes 
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Lowe. Oh, bloody- minded wretch! 

Lap. Why, tir, fince ſhe infiſts on it, what does it ſig- 
 nify ? You know you are in her power, and it will 
be only throwing away more money to be compell'd to 
it at laſt: get rid of her at once ; what are two thou- 
ſand pounds ? Why, ſir, the court of Chancery will eat 
it up for a breakfaſt. It has been given for a miſtreſs, 
and will you not give it to be rid of a wite ? 


5 SCENE xv. | 
Thomas, James, Mariana, Lovegold, Lappet. 
[ Lovegold and Lappet all apart. 

Tho. Madam, the muſic are come, which your lady- 
ſhip order'd; and mot of the company will be here im- 
mediately. 

James. Where will your ur ladyſhip be 8 q the ſer- 

vants ſhall eat? for there is no room in the houſe that 
will be large enough to entertain 'em. 

Mar. Then beat down tne partition, at turn two 
rooms into one. 

James. There is no ſervice i in the houſe proper for 
: the deſert, madam: 5 
Mar. Send immediately to the great china hop i in the 
Strand for the fineſt that is there. 


Love. How ! and will you ſwear a robbery deen a 


her? that ſhe robb'd me of what! mall give her ? 
Lap. Depend on it, fir. 
Love, Vil break open a nn to make it look the 
more likely 
Lap. Do ſo, fir ; but loſe no time: give it her thi iS 
moment. Madam, my maſter has . and, if 
you have the contract, he is ready to pay the money, 
Be ſure to break open the TONE; fir, 

Mar. Here is the contract. VU'błV 

Lowe. I'll fetch the money. It is al I am worth in 
| the world. > To 

8 0 E N E XVI. 
Mariana, Lappet. 

Mar. Sure he will never be brought to it yet. 


Lap. I warrant him. But you are to pay dearer for 


it than you imagine; for I am to ſwear a robbery againſt 


you, What will Fo give me, meow, to buy off my 
evidence | ? 


Mar. 
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Mar. And is it poſſible that the old rogue would con- 
ſent to ſuch a villainy? 

Lap, Ay, madam ; for half that ſum he would king | 
half the town, But, truly, I can never be made amends 
for all the pains I have taken on your account. Were I 
to receive a ſingle guinea a lie, for every one I have told 
this day, it would make me a pretty tolerable fortune. 
Ah! madam, what a pity it is that a woman of my ex- 
cellent talents ſhould be confined to ſo low a ſphere of 


life as I am ! had I been born a great lady, what a deal 
of good mould 1 have done in the world! 


8 C E NE XVII. 
Mariana, Lappet, Lovegold. 


Lowe, Here, here they are—all in bank-notes—all the 
money Jam worth in the world.—{T have ſent for a con- 
ſtable; the muſt not go out of fight before we have 
her taken into cuſtody). _[Afdeto Lappet. 

Lag. [To Lovegold.] You have done very wiſely. 
Mar. There, fir, is your contract. And now, fir 15 
have nothing to do but to make myſelf as ealy as I can 


in my loſs, 
SCENE XVIII. 


 Lovegold, Frederick, Clermont, Mariana, Lappet, 
Harriet, N 


Love. Where i is that you promiſed me ? where is my. 
treaſure? © 


Cler. Here, fir, is all the trealure I am Wark A 
treaſure which the whole world's worth ſhoul id not pur- 


Chaſe. 


Lowe. Give me the money, fr; give me the money; I 
ſay give me the money you ſtole from me. 
Sar. I anderftand you not. 


Loe. Did you not confeſs you robb'd me of my trea- 
fare? 
Cler. This, 57. is the ineſtimable treaſure I meant ! | 


Your daughter, fir, has this day bleſt me by — me 
her huſband. ; 


Live. How ! Oh, wicked vile wretch ! to run away 

thus with a pitiful mean fellow, thy father's clerk !. 

_ Cer, Think not your family diſgrac'd, fir. I am at 

leaſt your equal | born; ; and tho” my fortune be not fo 
large 
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large as for my deareſt Harriet's fake I wiſh, (till it is 
ſuch as will put it out of your power to make us mi- 
ſerable. 
Love. Oh ! my money, my money, my money ! 
Fred. If this lady does not make you amends for the 
loſs of your money, reſign over all pretenſions in her to 
me, and Iwill engage to get it reſtor'd to you. 
Love. How, firrah ! are you a confederate ? ' Have you 
help'd to rob me? 


Fred. Sol! Ay, fir, or you ſhall never ſee you: Pee 
again. | 
Lowe. I reſign her over to you intirely, and may you 
both ſtarve together! ! So, po fetch my gold 

Mar. You are eafily prevail'd upon, I ſee, to ref: an a 
right which you have not. But were I to reſign oer 
myſelf, it would hardly be the man's fortune to ſtarve, 
whoſe wife brought him ten thouſand pounds. 

Lowe. Bear vitnels, ſhe has confeſs'd the has the mo- 
ney; and I ſhall prove ſhe ſtole it from me. She has 
broke open my bureau; Loppet is my evidence. 

Lap. 1 hope I ſhall have all your pardons, and parti 
' eularly yours, madam, whom I have molt injar'd. 

Love. A hg for her e you are doing a right 
action. 

Lap. Then, if there was any robb- ry, you mull Ry 
robb' d yourſelf. This lady can only be a-recciver of 


Rolen goods; for I law you give her the money wich 
your own hands. 


Lowe, How ! I! You! What! What! 
Lap. And I muſt own it, with ſhame I muſt own it 
that the money you gave her in exchange for the con- 
tract I promis'd to ſwear ſhe had ſtolen from you, 


Celler. Is it poſſible Mr. Lowegold could be capable of 
ſuch an action as this. 


' Lowe, I am undone, undone, EO ! = | 
Fred. No, fir, your three thouſand guineas 2 are ſafe 
yet; depend upon it, within an hour, you ſhall find 
them in the ſame place they were firſt depoſited. I 
thought to have purchas'd a reprieve with them; but 1 

find my fortune has of itſelf, beſtow'd that on me. 
Love. Give 'em me, give em me, this inſtant— but 
chen the ten thouſand, where are they? 
Mar. Where they ought to bes 10 the hands of one 
Who 


FFF 
who I think deſerves them. [Gives them 70 Frederick. ] 
You fee, fir, I had no deſign to the prejudice of your 
family. Nay, I have prov'd the belt friend you ever 
had; for, I preſume, you are tow thoroughly cur'd of 
your longing tor a young wife. 

Lewe. Sirrah, give me my notes, give me my notes. 

Fred. You mult excuſe me, fir ; = can part with no- 
thing I receive from this lady. 

Love. Then I will go to lde with that lady and you, 
and all of you; for ] will have them again, if law, or 
juſtice, or injukice, will give them me. 

Cler. Be pacified, ſir; I think the lady has acted no- 
bly, in giving that back again into your family, e 
ſne might have carried out "of it. 

Lowe. My family be hang'd; if I am robb'd, 1 don? 5 
care who robs me. I would as ſoon hang my ſon as 
another — and J will bang him, if he does not reſtore. 
me all I have lo: for I would not give half the ſum to 
ſave the whole world-——] will co and employ all the 
lawyers in town; for I will have my money again, or 
never ſleep more. 

Fred. I am W we will get the better of him now. 
But oh! Mariana! your generoſity is much greater in 
beſtowiag this ſum than my happineſs | in receiving it. I 
am an unconſcionable beggar, and {hall never be ſatisfied 
while you have any thing to 78 

Mar. Do you hear him 

Har. Yes, and begin to approve him—for your lata 
behaviour has convinc'd me. 

LJar. Dear girl, no more; you have frighten'd. me 
already ſo much to-day, that rather than venture a ſe- 
cond lecture, I would do whatever you wiſh'd.—80, fir, 
if Ido beſtow all on you, here 15 the. lady you are to 
thank for it. 

Har. Well, this I will ſay, whe ;en you doa good- natur'd 
thing, you have the prettieſt way of doing Ty And now, 
Mariana, I am ready to alk 200 rares for ail J ſaid ta- 


7 Gays 
Mar. Dear Harriet, no apologies: all you faid I de- 
ler d. | 
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S SEN E I. laſt. 


| Lappet, Ramilie, Frederick, Mariana, Clermont, 
"Harrier, | 


| Lap. Treaties are going on, on both fide: while you 
and I ſeem forgotten. 


Kamil. Why, have we not done them all the forvice 
we can? What farther have they to do with us? 


Sir, there are ſome people i in maſquerading habits with- 


Out. | 
Mar. Some I ſent for to affiſt in my defipn on your fa- 
ther: I think we will give them admittance, tho' we 
have done without 'em. 
Al. Oh! by all means. 


Fred. Mrs. Lappct, be aſſur'd T have a juſt ſenſe ot” 
your favours, and both you and Ramilie ſhall find my 
| gratitude. | 


* 


[ Dance here, ] | 
Fred. Dear Clermont, be ſaiisfied I ſhall make no 


peace with the old gentleman, in which you ſhall not | 


be included. I hope my ſiſter will prove a fortune 
equal to your great deſerts. 


Cler. While 1 am enabled to ſupport her in any eflu- 
ence equal to her defies, I ſhall defire no more. From 
what I have ſeen lately, I think riches are rather to be 
fear'd than wilh'd ; at leaſt, T am ſure, avarice, which 


too often attends wealth, 1s a greater evil than any that 
is found in poverty. Miſery is generally the end of all 


vice; but it is the very mark at which avarice ſcems to 


aim: the Miſer endeavours to be wretched. 


He hoards eternal cares within his purſe ; 
And What he wiſhes moſt, proves moſt his carſe. 
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